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Explanation
The Mishnah lists the thirty-nine Avot 
Melachah (major categories of labor) 
prohibited on Shabbat.

Translation

Daf 73: ִאיּסּור זֹוֵרַע ְוִאיּסּור קֹוֵצר ַיַחד – 
              SIMULTANEOUS PLANTING & REAPING

It is prohibited to plant, i.e., spread seeds onto the ground, on Shabbat. It is also 
forbidden to take any action that stimulates plant growth. Harvesting crops is 
prohibited on Shabbat, as are picking fruit, or detaching branches, plants, or anything 
that grows from the ground.

It is possible for a person to perform one action that simultaneously violates both 
the issur zore’ah (prohibition against planting) as well as the issur kotzer (prohibition 
against harvesting). How so? Sometimes it is necessary to trim a tree’s branches to 
enable the tree to flourish. A person who chopped down a branch with two purposes 
in mind — in order to facilitate better tree growth and also to use the detached branch 
has violated two issurim: the issur zore’ah (aiding the tree to grow) and the issur kotzer 
(trimming the branch for personal use). As such, this person 
would be obligated to offer two korbanot; one 
for each of the two infractions.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת שבת דף ע׳׳ג:
 “אבות מלאכות ארבעים 

חסר אחת:
הזורע והחורש והקוצר...”
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Daf 72: ק MITASEK,” PREOCCUPIED ACTION“ – ִמְתַעֵסּ
              
A person who inadvertently committed a transgression is obligated to bring a Sin-
Offering — whether they forgot it was prohibited to perform a particular labor on 
Shabbat or they had a lapse of awareness that it was Shabbat. 

If a person performed a prohibited act unwittingly (i.e., without knowing the prohibited 
act would even be performed), that act is not considered shogeg (an unintentional 
transgression), and that person is not obligated to offer a korban. For example, a person 
sat in their yard and saw two watermelons on the ground in front of them — one seemingly 
connected to the vine and the other already detached, just lying on the ground. The 
person then lifted the melon they thought was already detached, but as it turned out, 
they actually lifted the still-attached melon.  In that instant, the person performed an act 
of tolesh, or uprooting, which is prohibited on Shabbat (tolesh is a sub-set of “kotzer”). In 
an case like this, the Talmud teaches that the person is not liable to offer a korban chatat 
because s/he had no intention of detaching the watermelon from the ground, rather, 
just to pick up the watermelon that was already detached from the ground. The Talmud 
refers to this person as mitasek (a person who unwittingly performed a prohibited act 
while preoccupied with what they thought was a permitted act).

ארבעים 
חסר אחת

זורע 
חורש 
קוצר

... Arba’im ... forty

... Chasehr achat ... less (minus) one

... Zore’ah ... Seed (verb)

... Choresh ... Plough

... Kotzer ... Harvest
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Daf 75: ?ׁת ָבּ ַשּ ֵהָמה ְבּ חֹוט ְבּ  WHY IS IT – ַמּדּוַע ָאסּור ִלְשׁ
PROHIBITED TO PERFORM SHECHITAH ON ANIMALS 
DURING SHABBAT?

Another of the ל׳׳ט melachot is shochet. It is forbidden to perform 
shechitah (ritual slaughter) on an animal, as it is forbidden to kill any 
living being on Shabbat in any manner. Rav taught that a person who 

performs shechitah on Shabbat violates the issur against killing as well 
as the issur tzove’ah (dyeing), because during the course of shechitah the hide 

becomes dyed red by the blood.

   
 

     Daf 76: ׁת ָבּ ַשּ יעוּר הֹוָצָאה ְבּ   – ִשׁ
                      MEASURE OF ITEMS CARRIED ON SHABBAT

Given that it is generally prohibited to carry items into the reshut harabim (public domain), 
the Mishnah and Gemara question the conditions under which a person who carried an 
item into the reshut harabim would be liable for punishment under Torah law. The Gemara 
teaches that if the item is especially small and of no great importance, the person is not 
liable — because on Shabbat, a person is only liable for significant actions. The chachamim 
determined which actions were to be considered significant. As such, the chachamim 
stipulated what measure, or size of item, was permissible to carry on Shabbat.

The Mishnah states that a person who carried an amount of 
straw equivalent to a cow’s mouthful is liable — however, any 
smaller quantity of straw is insufficient to make a person liable. 
The measure to determine liability regarding human food is 
that of a grogeret (dried fig). A person who carried a food item 
smaller than the size of a grogeret is not liable for punishment.

Dvar Torah
BAMIDBAR

Sefer BaMidbar (Book of Numbers) 
is a “travel diary” describing B’nai 
Yisrael’s journey in the wilderness. 
The Jerusalem Talmud (Eruvin 22c) 
presents a dispute about the shape 
of the formation in which B’nai Yisrael 
trekked across the desert.  According 
to one opinion, B’nai Yisrael walked in 
a “pillar” formation, i.e., a long column, 
shevet (tribe) after shevet, with shevet 
Dan in the rear.  The other opinion 
maintains that B’nai Yisrael would 
move in a “box” formation, i.e., a wide 
square — similar to the shape of the 
Israelite camp, with the Aron HaBrit 
(Ark of the Covenant) in the center and 
all the tribes around it.

These two walking formations 
emphasize and express different values: 
walking in a pillar formation expresses 
a primary interest in the search for 
the destination you want to reach. In 
contrast, walking in a box formation, 
which is much more cumbersome 
and complex, expresses the virtue 
and importance of the location and 
formation of B’nai Yisrael at that very 
moment.  While these two formations 
appear very different, in essence, they 
complement each other and teach us 
to look at the journey not merely as 
the means to the destination, but as a 
purpose and goal in and of itself.

 Daf 74: ְמֶלאֶכת ּבֹוֵרר – SORTED SELECTION          

Borer (sorting) is one of the ל׳׳ט melachot (39 types of labor prohibited on Shabbat). 
The issur borer prohibits one to separate two types of items that are mixed together. 
However, it is possible to separate items on Shabbat without violating issur borer if a 
person is careful to satisfy the following three conditions:

1. The item is selected by hand, and not with a tool or 
instrument conventionally used for sorting;

2. The selected item is wanted (and not something to be 
set aside or discarded);

3. The item should be selected close to the time of the 
meal, but not much earlier.
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Daf 77: ִריָאה WONDERS OF THE CREATION  – ִנְפְלאֹות ַהְבּ

Chazal teaches that every living creature was created for a distinct 
reason; none were formed without purpose. The Talmud provides 
examples to show us how God planned the world in a 
particular, wonderous, wisely orchestrated way. For instance, 
the Talmud highlights special medication produced from a 
mosquito to heal people who were bitten by a snake, as well 
as numerous other examples regarding the roles of the lion, the 
elephant, and the rest of the members of the animal kingdom — 
each of which have their own special function in the world.

Daf 78: ַטר חֹוב A PROMISSORY NOTE  – ְשׁ

A shtar chov (promissory note) is a document in which a person records 
the amount of money they owe to another. A loveh (borrower) drafts a 
shtar chov, and the malveh (lender) holds onto that document until the 
money is returned. As long as the loveh does not repay the loan, the 
malveh retains the shtar chov as proof that the debt remains unpaid.

The chachamim noted that if a person brings a shtar chov into the reshut harabim (public 
domain) on Shabbat, the question of whether that person violated the prohibition of hotza’ah 
(carrying) arises. To provide an answer, it is necessary to check whether or not the loveh 
had already repaid the debt. If the debt remained unpaid, then the document carries great 
importance and it would be prohibited to carry it from one domain to another. However, if the 
debt has already been repaid, then the shtar chov has absolutely no importance or value. A 
person is not liable for hotza’ah of items that are worthless.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  What is a shtar chov and who 
writes it to whom?

2. Why is it prohibited to slaughter 
animals on Shabbat?

3. How can a person perform one 
    act on Shabbat that violates 
    both the issur zore’ah and 
    the issur kotzer?

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION

Please email answers
to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

Look closely at the illustration and 
answer the following questions: 

1. What event is depicted here?
2. When did this event occur and 

where?
3. Who are the five people in the 

illustration?
4. Who is raising the flag?
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1) The liberation of the Kotel; 2) 28 
Iyyar 5727 (June 7, 1967), third day 
of the Six Day War, in Jerusalem; 
3) Mordechai “Mota” Gur is on the 
right, Rabbi Shlomo Goren is on the 
left, and three paratroopers are in the 
center; 4) Yoram Zamush.
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u JANUARY 18
     1991 ...  First Missile Fired 
           at Israel

        APRIL 1
u 1991 ...  Ehud Barak Becomes 
                          IDF Chief of Staff 
        

          
        OCTOBER
u 1991 .....  Madrid Conference 
                           Opens

   

    JUNE
u 1992 .....  Labor Party 
                               Wins Election

1991
National Traffic
Cops Established

1992
Kibbutzniks Allowed to 
Purchase Private Cars

1992
Knesset 
Approves 
Direct 
Election for 
PM (not for 
next election)

1992
Yael Arad 
Wins Silver 
Medal at 
Olympics

In August 1990, Iraq invaded and captured Kuwait. The United 
States assembled an international coalition to liberate Kuwait, 
under the leadership of President George Bush. That multi-
national coalition included most of the states in the middle 
east, however, it did not include Israel, for fear of upsetting 
America's Arab partners. 

Nevertheless, that did not stop Iraq from threatening Israel, 
which it did in December. Iraq stated that if attacked, it would 
retaliate against Israel. Israel took the Iraqi threat seriously, 
and promptly distributed gas masks to its population.

On January 17–18th, 1991, US and Allied forces began to 
attack Iraqi positions in Kuwait and Iraq. The next night, Iraq 
fired its first missiles at Israel. The citizens of Israel all put 
on their gas masks, entered special safe rooms, and waited. 
The first missiles landed in open fields, and much to the 
relief of the country, carried conventional warheads — no 
gas, nor biological weapons. Over the course of one month, 
Iraq fired 38 missiles, primarily at the Tel Aviv and Haifa areas. 

These missiles killed two people, but injured 208, and caused 
significant property damage. At the urging of the United States, 
Israel did not respond to the Iraqi attacks, leaving the job to 
neutralize the missiles to America and other Allied Forces; a 
mission in which they enjoyed only had moderate success.

In a highpoint of this period, as 
violence reigned in Ethiopia, the Israel 
government sent 36 planes to the 
country to airlift 14,400 Ethiopian Jews 
to Israel. This extraordinary two-day 

operation was called Mivtza Shlomo (Operation Solomon). 
One El Al 747 plane flew carrying 1,087 passengers — a world 
record for any aircraft.  

In the aftermath of the Gulf War, the United States convened 
an International Peace Conference on Middle East Peace, in 
Madrid. This was the first peace conference to include leaders 
of both Israel and the Arab States, and while the gathering 
achieved little, it represented a psychological breakthrough.

Throughout the period, tensions between Israel and the American 
government increased. The Israeli government desperately 
sought US loan guarantees to help it raise money to facilitate 
resettlement of the continual waves of immigrants. The Bush 
administration conditioned its agreement to the aid package on 
a cessation of settlement building in the West Bank and Gaza, 
a limitation to which the Shamir government would not agree.

In June 1992, a national election was held, in which the Labor 
party, led by Yitzhak Rabin, who became Prime Minister for a 
second time.


