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&R Daf 55: GZEIRAH SHAVAH: SIMILAR CASES, SIMILAR VERDICTS mw T 73 97 @
“Gzeirah shavah” (identical decrees by inference) is a hermeneutical nnN 02700 DT YW TIR? N Tmy ama”
principle by which the details of one law are derived from another law. "nw” n11a N113 Ninn - N1’ . nnR n2%07
“Gzeirah” — The Torah decrees one decree; “shavah” — by comparing
between these two laws. / A990 070 W 1'a Ny -
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How is it known when the interpretative method of gzeirah shavah should o T T s T P
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be employed? In a case where two Torah laws are written with the ¢y~ *\fi Tt T SwnY 5 : .
same word. For example, being that the Torah verse regarding an 4 ’ Wi Tva "l,J);J;' 120 ADIR
eved Cna’ani (Canaanite slave) has the word “lah” (her) and the verse / | / f 217 Dg”qg’]’ , n?. n'?'?a n\na
regarding women also has the word “lah,” through this mention / \ /1 IN2N1,7A27 N1Nia nina 0w
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of identical words, the Chachamim learned (employing gzeirah / i
shavah) that an eved Cna’ani is chayav (obligated) to observe the /l
same mitzvot as a woman, and is patur (exempt) from mitzvot /
aseh she’ha’zman gra’ma (time-bound positive mitzvot).

K Daf 56: EATING TERUMAH
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Only kohanim are entitled to eat terumah (priestly
gifts). While those who are not kohanim are
prohibited from eating terumah, the wife of a kohen
is permitted to eat terumah. The halachah is taught
on this daf — “The daughter of an Israelite who is
married to a kohen may eat terumah.”
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K Daf 57: RABBI SHIMON BEN LAKISH

The amora known as Resh Lakish was nicknamed “gavrah rabbah” oTRD =
(great man), because of his tremendous Torah knowledge. In his ;1YY N
youth, Resh Lakish became leader of a gang of bandits. Resh wipy w1

Lakish also possessed exceptional strength, so much so, that he was
able to jump from one bank of the Jordan River all the way over to the
other bank.

Following a meeting with Rabbi Yochanan,
Reish Lakish was persuaded to turn his back on
everything he had been involved in and invest
all his formidable strength into Torah studies.
Resh Lakish consented, and Rabbi Yochanan
himself taught Reish Lakish Chumash and
Mishnah. Reish Lakish worked diligently and
continuously labored in his study of Torah, until
he became a renowned Torah scholar, with
whom Rabbi Yochanan learned in chevrutah!
Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish became
brothers-in-law, because after Reish Lakish
returned to the straight and narrow path, he
married Rabbi Yochanan'’s sister.

K2 Daf 58: EXTENSION OF AN OBLIGATORY OATH
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Suppose Reuven arrived at the beit din (court) and stated: “Shimon
owes me money.” The beit din would then summon Shimon. If Shimon
asserts: “That [what Reuven claims] is incorrect. | don’t owe anything,”
the beit din would tell Reuven that according to Din Torah (Torah law), if
he had no proof that Shimon owed him [money], then Shimon pays
nothing. Furthermore, Shimon would not even be obligated to swear
to that effect.
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However, there are times when the Torah states that Shimon must swear 17 Y7
that he does not owe money. For example, if Reuven appointed Simeon to
safeguard his watch, and when Reuven came to ask for the watch in return,
Shimon said: “I'm very sorry, but thieves with swords came and stole your
watch.” In such a case, Reuven has the right to demand Shimon swear
at the beit din that what he stated truly happened.
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What is “gilgul shevu’ah” (extended oath)? Since
Shimon already owed Reuven a vow regarding the
watch, Reuven is able to say: “Do you remember
that | once claimed you owe me money and you
said that you did not owe me any money? Now,
I want you to swear over that money as well.” By
making this request, Reuven “rolls in” or extends the
shevu’ah (oath) by adding to the formulation of the
initial shevu’ah.
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K2 Daf 59: MAN PAID FOR A SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL 1377 MIPY N w71 91

WITH A DOG 173 kR
Once, Elisha wanted to sacrifice a korban (offering) in the Beit YYIN N2 .UTPRD N1 12717 K207 Wpay yW1INa nwyn
HaMikdash. Elisha turned to a shepherd and said: “Please sell W13 NWpaa "7 1an” Rt N nying
me a plump and quality sheep, the best you’ve got. If you sell 72QA DR .97 WY 21 "20 ,2i01 1Y

me your well-fed, finest sheep, | will give you something unique
— I'll pay you with a huge shepherd dog to protect your sheep
herd.” The shepherd said: “Agreed.”
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Eventually, Elisha found out that he had e pees ' '
made a massive mistake because the Torah w
prohibits bringing a korban (offering) acquired k4 §
in exchange for a dog. The author of “Sefer ﬁg}j 3
HaChinuch” explains that the Torah prohibited % K T
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this exchange, because dogs have an arrogant
nature, and when a person offers a korban, they

need to soften their heart and repent. q 43
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K2 Daf 60: THE GOLDEN TIARA
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The tzitz hazahav (golden diadem, tiara) was
one of the eight special garments worn by
the kohen gadol. The tzitz was like a wide
band of gold, the width of two fingers. The
words “kodesh La’Shem” (Consecrated to
God) was inscribed on the tzitz hazahav. The
kohen gadol tied the tzitz above his forehead
with t’chelet (blue) colored thread. Above the
tzitz, the kohen gadol placed his tefillin shel rosh
(head phylactery).

The kohen gadol would put on each of the
eight garments in a specific order. First, he
would put on the pants. After that, he would
put on the kutonet (tunic) and fasten it closed
with the avnet (sash). Then, the kohen gadol
would put on the me’il (robe), over which he
would place the ephod and choshen (chest
plate). He fastened the ephod and placed the
mitznefet (headdress, turban) on his head, and
completed his sacred uniform by tying the tzitz
around his head.
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K2 Daf 61: RITUAL IMPURITY OF A TENT

An item that is tahor (ritually pure) that touches a source of tum’ah
(ritual impurity) becomes tameh. However, an item that is tahor found
in a house in which there is a source of tu’mah” does not automatically
become tameh. The law regarding a corpse, however, is different.
A corpse found in a house imparts tum’ah on all the people and all the
objects in that house, even without any direct contact. This type of tum’ah
is known as “tum’at ohel” because the

verses teaching about this impurity relate to

a corpse found inside a tent.

Kohanim are prohibited from intentionally
becoming tameh (ritually  impure).
Therefore, even in our day, when kohanim
go to visit a hospital, they clarify in advance
if they are allowed to enter. In the event
there are any corpses in the building where
they will be, they would violate an issur
(prohibition). Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai
said that tum’at ohel applies only if the corpse of a Jew. However, if the
deceased is a non-Jew, tum’at ohel does not apply. As such, a kohen
has no issue entering a hospital where there are only non-Jews.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT EMOR

Several special mitzvot are incumbent specifically on the kohanim, one of
which is the issur (prohibition) against contracting ritual impurity through
contact with a corpse. What is the philosophical underpinning of this issur and
precisely why were kohanim commanded to observe this rule? Many of the
religious beliefs and perceptions that existed [in the ancient world] viewed the
culmination of God’s work as an escape, a show of disgust, and detachment
from life on earth. They believed that these sentiments could be expressed
by means of abstinence from daily life and society, isolation, asceticism, and
other things that are all about being disconnected from the world and daily
life. On the other hand, the Israelite worldview emphasizes the sanctity of life
and the importance of sanctifying and exalting life. Therefore, the consecrated
members of the Am Yisrael, i.e., the kohanim, are commanded to step away
from death, to symbolize that Am Yisrael believes in the sanctity of life itself,
and not evasion or separation from life.
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