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There is a halakhic principle that “a person’s shaliach
(agent, representative) is just like them.” Meaning, that
an agent who performs an act for the sender is indeed
considered as if the sender performed that act. What
will be the law if a person sends their fellow to commit

an aveirah (transgression)? The Talmud responds and
states the principle: “There is no shaliach for an act of
transgression.” Why? Because of the ruling “the words of
the master and the words of the student — whose words do

we heed?” — A person must listen to God who said not to

commit an aveirah and not to the person who
sent them to carry out the aveirah.
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TO A LOAN AND REPAYMENT

David appeared at Gershon’s house and asked for a loan of ¢ NRITD Wl |iYNa 7Y inta vioin TIT
200 shekels. Gershon called two neighbors and said to g D'DY Y7 X |iYIa .0pY DTINN
them in David’s presence: “You are witnesses that David T DY DN “TI7 192 DAY NI
borrowed 200 shekels from me.” Gershon lent David nﬁn |Iw12 .:;D'7Q@YD;£RYQ .mn n|'7
the money and they parted as fr.iends. nge time DT 4TI9) DNl 9030 DX TITY
‘p‘)assed, and Ge'rsho'n jcurned to David and said to h|m; A0XI TITY M9 [IWNa1,N9IPR NOYN

| would appreciate it if you would repay me the loan. S AP
To Gershon’s surprise, David replied to him: “Don’t you 8 ) TI&?DD ny [ 0RO T7 X -7
remember? A few days ago, | met you in the V‘t
market and | repaid the loan to you.” Gershon NP2 ANIK 'NYI9 D'TNR DM 1197
tried to remember that happening, but he 12707 N0 iYW “DNRITDN NX 77 'AYI9I
had no such recollection. In such a situation, ax¥nNa NN AW X7 12T X .02
halakhah says that someone who borrows 002 NI7Y 'm DAY ,NNIX NI7DD N1
money in the presence of witnesses is still NN 1'TND NINY |Dl?'? Yi>' 0Ty 192
.able to claim that tht?y repaid the money not yawaY 17y X ,0TY NMNDIN K79 9022
in tht? presence of withesses. However, they must swear an oath that .022 DX TN KIN [IRY
they indeed returned the money. i ; o T
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A husband who seeks to divorce his wife must
place a get (divorce document) into her hand. The
Torah states: “And he placed it [the get] in her hand.”
However, it is also possible to place the get in the
woman’s yard, when she stands by the yard and
watches over it. Indeed, this is considered as if he
placed the get in her hand.
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A father has the right to betroth his daughter until she reaches the
age of 12 2 years. From the age of 12 12, the father no longer has
the right to betroth his daughter against her will. Once, a minor girl
betrothed herself without asking her father’s opinion. Is her betrothal
considered valid? We would say no, because only her father can betroth
her and, indeed, the Talmud states that her betrothal is not valid.

However, there is an opinion in the Talmud which maintains that there is
a possible case in which her betrothal would be valid. For instance,
if the father agreed to the match, but he was not present at the time
of the betrothal. In such a case, if the father subsequently said: “I
consent to this betrothal,” it now becomes clear retroactively

that the father consented to the betrothal, and a change of
matrimonial status takes effect.
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What is the judgment regarding a brother who gives
his sister money and says to her: “You are hereby
betrothed to me with this money?” We know that
brother and sister cannot become betrothed to each
other, but what does the sister need to do
with the money? Should she return it to her
brother, or perhaps it belongs to her? On
this daf, we learn that according to Shmuel
the money belongs to her, because the
brother certainly also knew that it was
not possible to betroth a sister and,
therefore, there is no doubt that he
intended to give her the money as a gift.

K2 Daf 47: VALUE OF A PERUTAH Mo MY 7o 978
A man who wants to betroth a woman with money or with 702! 'K ,902 NIYR IR 022 AWK YT axiln
an item worth money may not do so if the sum of money NN .NiN9N 727 NVINY D'IY DI'X D DX 2 NiIYYY
or the item is worth less than one perutah (approximately NIX MY NN CTRY 'XNI TN 'XN 0NR XN nl-;'7 TNNX
5 cents). A groom took half a date, half a walnut, and half an Xin noNN NNn "Tm;’. DDQ}?'l NN n'nwn DRYYY

almond. He wrapped the three items in a beautiful bag, and
when the couple stood under the canopy, the groom gave the
bag to the bride and said to her: “Behold, you are hereby

betrothed to me with these things.”
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When they saw what was inside the bag, some
of the people said: “Perhaps the betrothal did
not take effect at all, because half a date alone
is not worth a perutah, half an almond alone is
not worth a perutah, nor is half a walnut alone
worth a perutah.” However, the officiating rabbi
reassured them and stated: “It is not necessary
for each object to be worth a perutah by itself.

The principle requires that all the objects together
be worth a perutah.”
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In preparation for Passover, Nehemiah decided to give a block of
silver to a silversmith, from which the
silversmith could craft an extraordinary
silver goblet. The goblet would be
used in honor of the holiday as the cup
for Elijah the Prophet. The silversmith
worked long hours on the silver block and
succeeded in creating a one-of-a-kind
goblet. In the morning, Nehemiah called
the silversmith to announce he planned
to pick up the goblet. However, on that
day a most disturbing event transpired.
The silversmith hadn’t noticed he had
placed a much heavier machine on
top of the goblet, and the goblet was

completely crushed. “It's my fault,” said the silversmith with great regret,
“I will pay Nehemiah for the damage | caused him.” The Talmud discusses
this question: Is the silversmith really required to pay Nehemiah or not?
It is possible that since Nehemiah brought the silversmith a block of
silver and had not yet received the goblet in his hands, the silversmith
could tell Nehemiah: take back your block of silver because no harm
was actually done here.

D’VAR TORAH: SHABBAT SUKKOT

The sukkah we build is reminiscent of the sukkot in which the Israelites
dwelled after they left Egypt. Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Akiva disagreed
in the Gemara, regarding what those sukkot were. Rabbi Eliezer said
they were the annanei hakavod (clouds of honor) that surrounded
Israel, where-as Rabbi Akiva contended the sukkot referred to the
tents B’nei Yisrael built for themselves in the desert. We all understand
the need to remember the annanei hakavod. After all, they were an
amazing miracle, considering that the annanei hakavod guarded B’nei
Yisrael from those who would harm them and protected them from all
the ravages of the desert. However, Rabbi Akiva’s theory is not readily
understood. Why is it necessary to create a holiday in remembrance
of the bare-bones dwellings that B’nei Yisrael built? It seems that
Rabbi Akiva wanted to teach about the great miracle of the simple
tents. The ability to build houses and sukkot in which the Shekhinah
dwelled — is amazing and a significant, unique miracle, which we must
remember and over which we must rejoice, each time anew.
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