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An “eved nirtza” is an eved Ivri (Israelite slave) whose
ear is pierced, meaning, a hole is made in the slave’s
ear using an awl. Of course, they do not force the
slave to do this. Rather, an eved Ivri who already
completed the quota of years of enslavement
and nevertheless wants to continue being a
slave, is brought to the beit din (court) and they
pierce the eved’s ear. If the eved Ivri doesn’t want
to [have their ear pierced] — the eved Ivri has
permission to go home and no longer remain an
eved lvri.
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An eved Cna’ani (Canaanite slave) never goes free on their own, as
does an eved Ivri. When
a Jew acquires an eved
Cna’ani, they immerse the

eved Cna’ani in the mikvah
and arrange a brit milah
(circumcision) for him, after
which the servant will be
obligated to observe some
mitzvot. Not all mitzvot, but
rather only those mitzvot
for which women are
obligated. The eved Cna’ani
is still not Jewish, therefore
it is prohibited for a Jewish
woman to marry him. Only if
the slave’s master releases
him, does the slave
immediately become a
Jew. How does one acquire
an eved Cna’ani? On this
daf, we learn that it is also
possible to acquire an eved Cna’ani through “chazakah” (“proprietary
act,” taking possession). If the master makes the eved Cna’ani do the
work that slaves do, the master acquires that individual as a slave.
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K2 Daf 23: THE ESTATE OF A CONVERT PIET Sy N oo 91
The Talmud tells us about a Jew named Rabbi Yehudah Hinduah, from NXITID DTN O DY2A TH v 17 790N TIYJ'?DD
India, who was a ger tzedek (convert) and who had no heirs. If a ger D77 7 'R 7T .0 740 N7 T A Y

tzedek has no children, no one inherits from him because all the family

members from the period before his conversion are not [halakhically] %
considered his relatives. And behold, the convert fell ill and
lay in his bed. Mar Zutra heard this and came to visit Rabbi = 4
Yehudah Hinduah. In the early morning, Mar Zutra noticed that .
the ger tzedek was at death’s door, about to die. Mar Zutra
immediately said to the ger tzedek’s eved Cna’ani (Canaanite .
servant): “Take off my shoes from my feet and take them .
to my home.”
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Why did he do this? Because within a very short time, the dying — P X7 (AT iNY 90 2NKT DWY NN YT
ger tzedek was about to depart from this world, and the eved ) - )
Cna’ani would go free and be released since he would have no
master. His previous master was about to die and there was no
heir to inherit the slave. Therefore, Mar Zutra employed the slave,
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albeit in symbolic work, so that the eved Cna’ani would work for him N T AT 0 127 TR X vy i
from the time the ger tzedek was dying until after his death. And so, in Ny Tav'Y T N'Mo NTiaya 179K T
this way, Mar Zutra earned the Canaanite slave for himself. NFD 9K 21 ,N7'090 MNX TV NQ'0AN NyYn

NYY7 20 T3 K0T M N7

K3 Daf 24: A CANAANITE SLAVE IN THE DENTAL CLINIC  D°3W73 NRSTM *v33 13p 2772 97 K

Rafael was a dentist. One day Rafael saw his - TNX Di' .01Y X9 N X9
eved Cna’ani (Canaanite servant) suffering from a 129 ‘7”_3 7o YN TV DX XY KIN
toothache. Rafael examined the mouth of the eved ST DTS 1{3152 aigh TAVYN 7Y 1'9 NX 772 .01 2XIN
Cna’ani and noticed that a large hole had opened — B Y91 17N NNXAY 'N2N1 Y
in one of his teeth. He began to treat the tooth, but N'??K W2 7907 700 RN .'7i'r;3 1in
to Rafael’s great dismay, he suddenly pressed N-lﬁ ynoYy ﬁl@? ¢ 210 VY
his hand too hard, and thg slave’s tooth was Tawa Y¥ [l TN TN iT YRY
knocked out. Rafael apologized profusely to the |]9.7 ‘an '7".41_"130 LN -ﬂ"\iﬂ!!
servant, and as soon as the servant got up from : : P T T
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the treatment chair, Raphael extended his hand to % TOEY R ET e T
the eved Cna’ani, as a goodbye blessing and said T .n;y? n?gj 5?‘9-’:. ’P'I?"QUD
to him: “You are about to become a Jew. In the TRy anxe 17 R Di7Y T‘?j:i?
Torah, it is written that an eved Cna’ani goes TVY 2N MR STD! DY
free if his master knocks out a tooth [from his 790 NiTX DX 'YONT KYI' "Y1
mouth]. | knocked out your tooth and therefore NAX P - Y7 'MY90 Y i
“INAYAY iy

you are to be released.”
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K} Daf 25: ACQUISITION THROUGH THE ACT OF PASSING
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Objects are not transferred from the ownership of one person

to another without a legally
recognized method of
acquisition. Kinyan mesira
(acquisition through the
act of passing) is taught on
this daf. This is a type of
acquisition in which the
object that is acquired does
not move at all. Kinyan
mesira is only conducted
with the acquisition of
animals. A seller who seeks
to sell an animal that belongs
to him holds the reins tied to
the animal, or the seller holds
the saddle placed on the
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animal and passes them over
to the buyer. This handing
over of the reins that control
the animal, or of the saddle
whereby they can ride on the animal, constitutes the
transfer the ownership from the seller to the buyer.

"¢ ix ,nnnan
DN Y 9INA
N ,anan
nX 2wy g
D2ind X Mipa n niwan

wn3 1P 2 978

102 DI7YNL WIK WiNi DI TX
N2 DinAY ,NVY N2 TYON
4 17 700 NI D 21MD 2 Y Mip?
, “DRTO? ! Y DA WYUOK VAN DX
N1 AYIVI VP2 ¥Rnen Nipga -
O7T2 .ANIN N XID 2 T Wi ,UInY
1507 070 DNAY Ninipna ' 07 N7
TYON 'N NINYY NIvYNNa 71 NV

902 1272 NIV Niai??

How does one acquire land? It is possible with a
payment of money. It is possible with the drafting
of a shtar (document), where the seller gives the
buyer a contract on which it is written that the
seller sold the land to the buyer. It is also possible
[to acquire land] through “chazakah” (de-facto right
of ownership), where the buyer works the land and
makes use of it, and by doing so the user acquires
the land. On this daf, we learn that in some places
it was customary to sell land solely using shtarot
(documents), it is not possible to acquire land with

a money payment. i
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K Daf 27: INCIDENTAL ACQUISITION AR 1IP 172 97 Q

There is a type of acquisition known as: “kinyan agav” NY'0N |1172 DX .“QAN [P :0IND |y !
(incidental acquisition). If in ‘“kinyan mesira” 172¥ M0 LiNiK T'TRY 72 Y9N2 |7 D'YIV
(acquisition through the act of passing) one acquires DN Niwy? "2 n'Yon Nixgh WOX 1aX
an object without moving it, indeed in “kinyan agav” ﬁ TX'D NQ2AT NI _'1'2? "7 nvyn
itis possible to acquire objects without making any — li7X 22K 7 v¥ann
act of acquisition, whatsoever. Here is an example N DX -13,:_]-? Ty

of how “‘kinyan agav” is' carried out. Alon Wf’:IS going . NT2 QY THYYNXNA 19Y
to sell his apartment using a deeq, legally, in Talc.x-:ordance W|'Fh N 199 v I
the law. A moment before performing the acquisition, Alon said RN ’ :
to the buyer: “In my friend’s storeroom | also have a large living ) P ) T

room table, two armchairs, an elegant bookcase, and four kitchen W:J |oN1” ID?E} D2 7 VJ' 'LM W,JD
chairs. | don’t need them, so you can take them for yourself.” How nmTmn n-n?o TINQT 'nw 1T 1170
will the buyer acquire all the furniture? The answer is: “kinyan . l 271 D2 ¥ 17 'K .N2YN NINOI VAN
agav” —incidentally [accompanying] the apartment. Anyone NAP7' A'N “ANYYYT DNIN NNRY7 71! NNX
who acquires land, or a house can acquire property [as an == IN'D N2YRD 200NN 7 X Nipn
extension] of the land and the house, i.e., items owned by the mipa 2 .0TD 2aX - QAN 157’
seller found in every place in the world, without the need for Vingn 1ax niaph 7id>' N ix ying
any additional kinyan (act of acquisition). D'XXNIY 1Dinn '1!{) D'Y9N N'an 2axI
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D'VAR TORAH: PARASHAT NITZAVIM-VAYELECH TProax) Mg TR 131

The Torah describes the renewal of the brit (covenant) which occurred 197 NMAN YITN 2 NYIATA MINDY 0K
before the Israelites entered the Land of Israel. It took place in front of “every N'D LI UK 797 1192 Nt YR NOMIN
household of Israel”, inclusive of every man — "from woodchopper to VNN~ -Y'NRI UK 72 RN 0197 NN
water drawer.” Why is there a need to go back and detail each person's ATN7 ¥ Y VTN e NI TV 'Y
role, if from the start the Torah said that the brit belonged to all of Israel? 1NX YN DX ,DTX 72 7¢ iTR9N NK 01971
The Torah here emphasizes two facets in the relationship between a X2 W iy M 27X 127 NoW NNy
human and their Creator. On the one hand, the commandments of the ) . iy -
Torah and the brit are in relation to each member of Am Yisrael as a
whole, and the command to observe and preserve it is shared by all of us
together. However, on the other hand, each one is tested for his standing
in the Torah covenant according to his ability and his own position. Each
individual is tested for their degree of allegiance to tradition, according to
their personal capacity and position. Every person has a distinctive nature YT} ,DX DU TR ANX VAY TR
with their perspective. And the life path which each individual is required HNR Nipn? nonmn 377 WO N0 A2
to take relates to their unique place in the world. SUND 1D 0N
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