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KA Daf 21: HONOR OF THE TORAH

The Gemara describes Moshe Rabbeinu’s forty days and forty nights
learning Torah from HaShem. During that entire time, Moshe did not
sit down as a sign of respect for the Torah, which is not an ordinary
collection of wisdom. A person is obliged to learn Torah with a sense
of piety and awe.

Today, we are also accustomed to learning Torah while ‘ ‘

sitting. However, from the time of Moshe Rabbeinu until
the time of Rabban Gamliel the Elder (who lived before
the destruction of the Second Beit HaMikdash), everyone
learned Torah while standing, as a sign of reverence. In
later generations, people found it more comfortable to sit
for long periods of time while studying, and so Chazal
permitted them to learn Torah while seated. ;} L

K Daf 22: HOW MANY PEOPLE SHOULD BE
CALLED UP FOR ALIYOTTO THE TORAH?

The Torah is read every Monday and Thursday, as well as on Shabbat,
fast days, Chanukah, Purim, Rosh Chodesh, Chol HaMo’ed, Yom
Tov, and Yom Kippur. When the Torah is read, people are called up
for aliyot to recite the Torah blessings.

How many people need to be called up to bless the Torah? The
Gemara states that a minimum of three people must be called
during a public Torah reading. As such, there are three aliyot
on Mondays, Thursdays and on fast days. However, on Rosh
Chodesh and Chol HaMo’ed, four people are called up. On
Yom Tov, five people are called up. On Yom Kippur, six people
are called up. On Shabbat, seven people receive aliyot.

A minimum of three verses must be read for each aliyah.

The Chatam Sofer (Moshe Schreiber, early 19th century European rabbi),
founds hints in Parashat Terumah to all the days on which Torah should
be publicly read. The pasuk reads: “And this is the terumah (offering) you
should take from them, gold, silver, and copper.” The letters in the word
“ZaHaV” (gold) hint at the 7th day (*=Shabbat), the 5th day (1=Thursday)
and the 2nd day (3=Monday). The letters of the word KeSeF (silver), hint
at Yom Kippur (3), Sukkot (b) and Purim/Pesach (8). Lastly, the letters of
the word NeCHoSHeT (copper), hint at Ner Chanukah (3), Rosh CHodesh
(), Shavuot/Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah (), and Ta’aniyot (1).
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K] Daf 23: MITZVOT THAT MUST BE FULFILLED IN v nin 373 91
THE PRESENCE OF A MINYAN 1ing oo

There are sacred obligations that can only be fulfilled by a minyan. “Barchu 'ﬂ,, Yy PIY NWTpaw 02T %y TNl 0T RRNa
et HaShem HaMevorach”: The chazan chants: “Barchu et HaShem “7ann ‘0 ny 1272”7 .oNiN D=7'7 131'7131 TN DWIN
HaMevorach during Shacharit and Aravit, only when there is a minyan. “I NN 12727 1100 NN nuw n'7£m:n n11nu n75n1

Y| D?ly? 17200 ‘0 112” niy mavan L “97ann
Chazarat HaShatz, Kedusha, and Kaddish: Only when there is a minyan, 97200 "N NR 127127 07 101 DWIN 1YY W1 DR 1

the tzibur first recites the Amidah quietly on their own, after
which, the chazan repeats the Amidah prayer out loud. In
addition, both the Kedusha and the Kaddish are only said in
the presence of a minyan. Ten people also must be present in
order to read Torah and the Haftarah.
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The Gemara say that when three people recite Birkat HalMazon Z5M 2 S Mina NP7 T2 DA D'WIN NWY 192
together, it constitutes a zimmun (invitation to the communal OIWIN MY 7R ,N1232 00an MRl

recitation of the blessings) and the leader adds — “Nevarech she’achalnu

mi’Shelo”, and the three respond — “Baruch she’achalnu mi’Shelo, u’ve’tuvo 19100 ,0MIATA M iIN DWIN NYIY DN 12 ,NIRIR NIRID
chayeenu”. When ten people recite Birkat HaMazon together, HaShem’s N708Y 112”7 17 09iy oM “i9win 1708 71277 NN
name is added. The leader invites the others to recite Birkat HaMazon by , T 0UATA DWIN MWYWa 7aR . ivd Livwn
saying — “Nevarech Elokeinu she’achalnu mi'Shelo” and the gathered 0728 1798 1121”7 IR 1ATHD DY DW NN 0'a'0in
respond — “Baruch Elokeinu she’achalnu mi’Shelo, u’ve’tuvo chayeenu”. Smni2w 19WN 7a8W FIR 11”7, 0y o, “i7un
K Daf 24: READING THE HAFTARAH AFTER e NP 172 97 K

THE TORAH READING "I‘Tlﬂ'I J'IN"'I‘J TN

After reading the Torah on Shabbat, holidays and fast days, a selection of ,N171yN11 0'ANa ,NiNawa Nina o'81ipy "INN
verses from the Nevi’im (Prophets) is also read. The selection is called the N'132 DRI 772 1772 N30 10 D109 DRIIP
Haftarah and is usually related to the content of its paired Torah portion or .DNRYNI 1AW INAY IN Y17 DTMYRY D109
connected to the date on which that portion is being read. For example, on the D820 Di'7 MWD WNY 1Ay nawa ,hun?
Shabbat between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, the prophetic portion is a 1"ya D'poiva 0'A0a ,ywin K132 DWNIIp
selection from Hoshea that deals with teshuva (repentance) — “Shuva Yisrael ORY N2WA PN D TY INIWT v nawn
ad HaShem Elokecha” (Return Israel, to HaShem your God). On the Shabbat D'P0ivi ,ANTYYT 1990 07109 DNIP ANA Nywn
following Tisha B’Av, we read a passage from Isaiah about comfort and ,12700 IR YRIWT 112 DN 0720 DNIAY Npnaa
consolation in which God consoles the Jewish people after the destruction of “D2'79N NN Ay ann anna”.

the Beit HaMikdash — “Nachamu, nachamu ami, yomar Elokeichem” (Be
comforted, be consoled, My people, said your God). m 1 N3dN N2 NP0
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Why do we read the Haftarah? During the time of the Antiochus, the Greeks
forbade reading the Torah in synagogues. Forced to comply, the Chachamim
established the tradition of reading from the Navi’im instead. “Levush” (Rabbi
Mordechai ben Avraham Yoffe — a 16th century posek and commentator),
explains that the Chachamim called the reading “Haftarah,” since during that
time, reading from the Neviim “patra” (exempted) them from the obligation

to read Torah, as it provided a temporary replacement for the Torah. Even A1 NIPYN R332 ARTIPD DNIN
after the anti-Torah decree was rescinded, the practice of reading the Haftarah N3N NINi1 TNR .NIAD NRTIP DipRa AN R "1
remained in place. Ideally, the Haftarah should include 21 verses, though some 1NTAW ,NNIN RINAD .(DNITIAR) R™232 NP0

have fewer verses if the selected topic does not have that much text. .N1132 02102 TNNT D" WYR NiNa K17 1'8 972
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K Daf 25: HOW DOES A PERSON BECOME GOD-FEARING?
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There are certain mitzvot that can only be fulfilled once each year. For example,
eating matzah is a mitzvah only on Pesach. Other mitzvot can be fulfilled once each
week, like the mitzvah of Shabbat observance. Some mitzvot can only be fulfilled
during the day and not at night, e.g., the mitzvah of tzitzit and the mitzvah of tefillin.

On this daf, we learn about several mitzvot that are possible to fulfill at any time, all
the time, without exception. One of those mitzvot is “Yir'at Shamayim” (fear or awe of
Heaven). What is the mitzvah of “Yir'at Shamayim”? The Gemara says that at the time
a person is born, it is predetermined what his or her life will look like and whether or
not s/he will live a long life. However, it is not determined whether that individual will
possess Yirat Shamayim, as that trait is determined by each individual.

How do people determine whether or not they possess Yir'at Shamayim? Individuals
must observe and take stock of their own actions. Chafetz Chayim (Rabbi Israel
Meir Kagan 1838-1933) explained that when the yetzer hara (evil inclination) incites
and seduces a person to commit an aveira (transgression), that person must think:
“Indeed, Hashem sees everything | do, and if | commit an aveira (transgression), |
will be punished.” That manner of thinking would lead an individual to become and
remain a Yar'eh Shamayim, and through doing so, be spared from violating any
prohibitions. The destruction of the Beit HaMikdash — “Nachamu, nachamu ami,
yomar Elokeichem” (Be comforted, be consoled, My people, said your God).

K2 Daf 26: THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN AND THE HOLY OF HOLIES

,7Un7 , 7272 W2 NN Dya nianiay niyn v
n¥N NN ;NIWD WRIA P DRI 19iY ny'pn
,Y1AW2 Dya Niadian niyn w! .noga o1 -
D" 1 NiAQIAD nign WM ,nawn nxn ,%9n?

790 NIYR1 NYY NIND L9907 02172 N7

NN D7 WaNW nityn Wy ,07Tniv N1 9732
nignn NOR .APYan "va ,va1 Y3 1Nt 73
NN NiYn "N ‘oW DR NIYn N 1970
0'y1ip - 7211 0TRWAW ,NININ RIpaD 2“0
DN ,Ni27 0"W NN OR,19W DNDINTY T
,070Y NN 17 2100 DN 071 T8 92N N7

Jdnyy oTRD vaip 1

nianm awin DRy T Yy ?yaip Nn oW
N2127 PUTY 13T “DUD van”i ya .rwyna
Y1) Wway (R 190 “nizn wNa”) 10N
DTN AWNT,NN2Y NibY? DTNQ IY NNaR N7on
INY 0 92 IR TR Yy MR Hingy?
NI 72 .“UIv 72 9y 72PN TiV,NUDN ORT, N1y
DTHOR N Y¥IN NIT AT 93 DY R

oYwIRn WP Pvas vaw o 918

After B’nai Yisrael conquered Eretz Yisrael, Yehoshua Bin Nun parceled out
the land to the shvatim (tribes). A lottery system was employed to determined
which territory would be given to which tribe. The city of Jerusalem was
assigned to Shevet Yehudah. However, certain sections of the Beit HaMikdash
were assigned to the neighboring tribe of Binyamin.

The Gemara relates that the location where the miz’be’ach (altar)
was constructed belonged to Shevet Binyamin, except for a small
portion of the miz’be’ach was in a Yehudah’s territory. Binyamin
the son of Yaakov knew through Divine inspiration that one day
his descendants would have most, but not all, of the altar on their
territory. He agonized every day questioning why he did not merit
having the entire miz’be’ach in his region.
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Hashem saw that Binyamin was extremely upset and promised
that Binyamin would have the privilege of hosting the Shechina
(Divine Presence) in his tribal portion. Indeed, the Kodesh

Kodashim (Holy of Holies) was included in Binyamin’s inheritance. The Kodesh
HaKodashim was home to the Aron HaBrit (Ark of the Covenant) and the kaporet
(ark covering), and that was where the Shechina resided.
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KD Daf 27: WHY RABBI ZAKKAI MERITED A LONG LIFE  20% m2*I87 *&31 37 n1 ymm 3 91

The Gemara tells a wonderful story about Rabbi Zakkai, who was
blessed with longevity. Rabbi Zakkai’s disciples approached him and
asked: “Rabbeinu! By virtue of what qualities did you merit such a long
life?” Rabbi Zakkai answered: “| was very meticulous about several
significant things. Most importantly, | strictly observed and never
neglected the mitzvah of sanctifying the Shabbat day by reciting the
blessing over wine.” This piety went beyond the letter
of the law, as it is permissible for a person who lacks
wine to recite Kiddush over bread.

Rabbi Zakkai continued and told his students that his
elderly mother was also extremely conscientious about
fulfilling the mitzvah of Shabbat Kiddush. One Friday,
when his mother saw she didn’t have enough money to
purchase wine for Kiddush, she sold the kerchief that
was on her head and used the proceeds to buy Kiddush
wine. Thanks to his mother’s meticulous observance of
the mitzvah of Kiddush, she earned the privilege of wealth.
When she died, she bequeathed 300 barrels of wine to her
son. When Rabbi Zakkai passed away, at a ripe old age, he left behind an
inheritance of 3,000 barrels of wine.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT BO

The beginning of Parashat Bo, mentions the concept of “hachbadat
ha-lev” (hardening of the heart), which continually repeats itself
several times in other parshiyot. Pharoah’s heavy heart prevents him
from hearing or seeing the profound suffering and the destruction
that befell his people. Egypt was destroyed, its economy was
collapsing, and he insisted upon standing his ground. “The hardening
of Pharoah’s heart” also applies today, and it presents itself as
stubbornness to continually insist on one holding one opinion,
without being willing to hear other ideas. Insistence of holding
the same one position can prevent a person from progressing.
Sometimes, it can even hurt that person. This is like Pharoah, whose
heart sealed, leading him to refuse to listen to or accept opinions
from those around him, which led to the destruction of Egypt.
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