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Explanation
The Talmud questions Rabbi Yochanan 
ben Zakkai’s source for his decision 
to institute a zecher laMidkash 
(commemoration to the Temple) to be 
observed on Sukkot. Rabbi Yochanan 
replied that he derived the need for this 
ordinance from the verse in which the 
navi (prophet) declares there was no 
one was seeking Zion — from which we 
learn that it is appropriate to seek Zion 
and remember the Beit HaMikdash.

Translation

Daf 40: ִביִעית רֹות ְשׁ PRODUCE OF THE SABBATICAL YEAR – ֵפּ

Shmittah (sabbatical year) falls once every seven years. 
During the Shmittah year, every Jew who owns land in 
Eretz Yisrael is required to let that land rest and must refrain 
from working it. For example, it is prohibited to plow or 
plant seeds on fields in Eretz Yisrael during Shmittah — as 
the fields are considered hefker (ownerless). The produce 

that grows on them does not belong to anyone. Any person who wants produce 
grown in Eretz Yisrael during Shmittah is permitted to enter the field and take its fruits.

Why is the seventh year designated as the “Shmittah year”? Because during this 
year the land is released, that is to say, left alone, unworked, and uncared for. 
Produce that grows during the Shmittah year is “sacred” and may not be destroyed.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת סוכה דף מ׳׳א:

 “מנא לן דעבדינן זכר למקדש? אמר 
רבי יוחנן דאמר קרא: כי אעלה ארוכה 
כי  ה׳  נאום  ארפאך  וממכותיך  לך 
נידחה קראו לך ציון היא דורש אין לה. 
דורש אין לה - מכלל דבעיא דרישה.”

Weekly Kit 409

Daf 39: א ֵמיּה ַרָבּ ׁש ְשׁ ל ְוִיְתַקַדּ ַדּ KADDISH – ִיְתַגּ
              

Chazal say that whoever replies “Amen, ye’hei shmai rabah” (May His great name) 
with intense kavanah (concentration), God tears up His judgment of that person 
even if the verdict was supposed to have been harsh and dreadful.

Let’s look at the words of the Kaddish:
Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’mei raba — We pray that God’s name will be great and 
        sanctified, and when the war between Gog and Magog takes place, all  
 will see that Hashem manages the world;
b’alma di-v’ra chirutei — the world He created, according to His will;
v’yamlich malchutei — His kingship will be revealed;
v’yitzmach purkanei v’yikarev meshichei — God will generate salvation and hasten 
 the coming of the Messiah;
b’chayeichon uvyomeichon uvchayei d’chol beit Yisrael — In our lives, and the 
  lives of the entire nation of Israel;
ba’agala uvizman kariv — shortly, and in the near future;
v’im’ru: “Amen.” — and all shall answer ‘Amen,’ that is how it will be, and it will  
 come to happen;
Y’hei sh’mei raba m’varach l’alam … — God’s name will be forever blessed.

מנא לן

דבעיא

... Mina lahn ... From where 
                        [do we derive]
... D’ba’ye ... That it needs, requires
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 Daf 41: ַחג ַהּסּוּכֹות יִנים ְבּ ַעת ַהִמּ     THE – ִמְצַות ַאְרַבּ
                MITZVAH OF THE FOUR SPECIES DURING SUKKOT

The Torah mitzvah of taking together a set of arba’at haminim (four species) on each 
of the seven days of Sukkot only applied in the Beit HaMikdash. In all other places, the 
Torah mitzvah requires taking together arba’at haminim only on the first day of Sukkot. 
[Cont'd on p.2]
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Daf 42: יִנים ַעת ַהִמּ ִמְצַות ַאְרַבּ  CHILDREN AND – ְיָלִדים ְבּ
  THE MITZVAH OF THE FOUR SPECIES

Are children obligated to fulfill the mitzvah of 
arba’at haminim? Until the age of Bar Mitzvah, 
Torah law does not obligate children to keep 
the mitzvah of arba’at haminim. However, the 
chachamim ruled that some minors should take 
the arba’at haminim, i.e., children who have 
reached the age at which they know how to 
shake a lulav.

 

     Daf 43: ת ָבּ ַשׁ יִנים ְבּ ַעת ַהִמּ ִקיַעת ׁשֹוָפר ְוַאְרַבּ  WHY  – ְתּ
                    IS THE SHOFAR NOT SOUNDED ON ROSH HASHANAH 
                    WHEN IT COINCIDES WITH SHABBAT?

The shofar is not sounded on Rosh HaShanah when it coincides with Shabbat. Similarly, 
the arba’at ha’minim (four species) are not waved on shabbat of the Sukkot week.

Why is this so? Indeed, the Torah says to sound 
the shofar on Rosh HaShanah and to take the 
arba’at ha’minim on Sukkot. Yet, the sages were 
concerned that perhaps someone might carry 
a shofar in the reshut ha’rabim (public domain) 
on Shabbat and thereby violate the issur 
(prohibition) against “hotza’ah” (transporting) 
— because on Shabbat it is forbidden to carry 
items in the public domain. For this same reason, the chachamim decreed that arba’at 
ha’minim should not be shaken on Shabbat so that no person might make a mistake 
and bring out their lulav set in the public domain and be inadvertently guilty of hotza’ah.

Dvar Torah
KI TETZEI

In Parashat Ki Teitzei, the Torah 
prohibits the taking of interest. 
It forbids charging an additional 
payment for a loan given by a Jew 
to his fellow Jew. The word the 
Torah uses for interest is “neshech” 
(literally, bite), a word that is repeated 
several times in this parashah — “You 
shall not deduct neshech from loans 
to your fellow” (Devarim 23:20).

Why exactly was interest called 
“neshech”? In a citation on another 
text, Rashi explains that interest is 
“like a snake bite.” A snake bites 
its rival and inflicts a wound on one 
small place. In the initial moment, 
the injury does not seem serious, 
since on the outside it looks like a 
tiny hole. However, as time passes, 
we know that snake venom spreads 
and passes from organ to organ 
until it eventually causes a full body 
shutdown. Such is interest, which 
does not seem so terrible at the start. 
However, with time, it becomes more 
and more burdensome on a person’s 
life until that person finds himself 
helpless and in a state of collapse.

יְך ְלָאִחיָך  ׁ לֹא ַתִשּ
ֶסף  ְך ֶכּ ֶנֶשׁ
ְך ֹאֶכל  ֶנֶשׁ

ְך... ׁ ר ִיָשּ ָבר ֲאֶשׁ ל ָדּ ְך ָכּ ֶנֶשׁ

[Cont’d from p. 1] Why is it our current practice to take 
arba’at haminim on all seven days of Sukkot? This 
practice was instituted by Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai 
to commemorate the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash, 
where they would shake the arba’at haminim on all seven 
days of Sukkot.

The Torah says that each person should fulfill the mitzvah 
of arba’at haminim with a set that belongs to him. We meticulously observe this 
requirement on the first day of Sukkot, because this is a Torah-based mitzvah. However, 
on subsequent days, when the mitzvah is mi’derabbanan (rabbinic), Chazal ruled that it 
is permissible to fulfill the mitzvah using a borrowed set of arba’at haminim.
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Daf 44: ֶבל ָעָלה ִמָבּ ְלִמיד ָחָכם ֶשׁ  A SCHOLAR WHO  – ַתּ
ASCENDED FROM BABYLONIA [TO ERETZ YISRAEL]

One of the greatest Torah sages, Rabbi Yochanan, lived 
in Eretz Yisrael long ago. Rabbi Yochanan was Rosh 
Yeshiva in the city of Tiberias. For many years, Rabbi 
Yochanan thought that the talmidei chachamim in Eretz 
Yisrael had greater mastery of the Torah than did the 
scholars in Bavel (Babylonia). The Jews in Bavel suffered 
greatly at the hands of the evil non-Jews who ruled Bavel. 
Rabbi Yochanan was certain that due to the suffering and 

distress they endured, the Jews would not have been able to study Torah patiently and 
calmly and, as a result, they would forget numerous halachot and an abundance of laws.

One day, Rav Kahana, a talmid chacham from Bavel, decided to ascend to Eretz Yisrael. 
Rav Kahana went to study with Rabbi Yochanan. Rabbi Yochanan saw that Rav Kahana 
was an outstanding scholar, and then Rabbi Yochanan said: “Now I see that I was 
mistaken!” The talmidei chachamim of Bavel were masters of Torah knowledge. They 
suffered much evil and great tragedy, but because the Jews were exiled to Bavel at the 
time of the destruction of the First Beit HaMikdash, the greatest sages were exiled along 
with them. Those distinguished talmidei chachamim taught the people Torah. Because 
of their efforts, Torah was not forgotten by the Jews of Bavel.

Daf 45: ִמְצַות ֲעָרָבה – THE MITZVAH OF THE WILLOW

When the Beit HaMikdash stood, 
there was a special mitzvah — the 
“mitzvah of aravah” (willow branch). 
Rabbi Yochanan said this mitzvah 
was not explicitly written in the 
Torah. Rather, God transmitted this 
mitzvah orally to Moshe at Sinai.

What is the “mitzvat aravah”? They 
would bring very long, beautiful, 
willow branches, and place them 
alongside the mizbe’ach (altar). 
According to tradition, these willow branches were so long they reached the height of a 
two-story building. This was done each and every day of Sukkot.

The custom of beating the aravot on “Hoshana Rabbah”: On the seventh and final day 
of Sukkot, Hoshana Rabbah, aravot branches are brought to the synagogue and beaten 
on the ground. This minhag (custom) does not come from the Torah. Rather, it was 
instituted by the prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. These prophets are known 
as the “Nevi’im Acharonim” (Later Prophets), since they were the last of the prophets.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  While the Beit HaMikdash stood, 
on which days of Sukkot were 
the arba’at haminim taken?

2. Why is the shofar not sounded    
on Shabbat?

3. What minhag was instituted by 
prophets Haggai, Zechariah,    
and Malachi? 

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION
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answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!
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מסכת סוכה: פרק א׳ 21   | 

DAF 21: THE SLAVE WHO SLEPT UNDER THE BED

Once there was an incident involving Rabban Gamliel’s eved can’ani 
(Canaanite slave) named “Tavi.” During Sukkot, Tavi slept under the bed 
in the sukkah, and Rabban Gamliel said: “Behold! Tavi is a proficient Torah 
scholar. He knows an eved can’ani is patur min hamitzvot (exempt from 
mitzvah observance) and that he is therefore permitted to sleep under the 
bed.” Indeed, an eved can’ani is generally exempt from commandments, 
though there are certain mitzvot an eved can’ani is obligated to fulfill.

Regarding this matter, Rabbi Shimon said that we learn an important 
halachah from the words of Rabban Gamliel. Namely, that a person who 
is obligated to observe the mitzvah of sukkah cannot fulfill that obligation 
if they are found under the bed. Why? The person lying under a bed is 
not considered to be under the s’chach, as required. The Talmud explains 
that this ruling refers specifically to a bed that is 10 tefachim (40 inches) 
high, which is considered to be a roof.

ה ָטּ ַחת ַהִמּ ן ַתּ ָיֵּשׁ ף כ׳׳א: ָהֶעֶבד ֶשׁ ַדּ

ָטִבי  יֵָׁשן  ַהֻּסּכֹות  ְּבַחג  "ָטִבי".  ְבֵׁשם  ְּכנֲַענִי  ֶעֶבד  לֹו  ֶׁשָהיָה  ַּגְמִליֵאל,  ְבַרָּבן  ַמֲעֶׂשה 
יֹוֵדַע  ָחָכם הּוא. הּוא  ַּתְלִמיד  ָטִבי  "ְראּו  ַּגְמִליֵאל:  ַרָּבן  וְָאַמר  ַהִּמָּטה,  ַתַחת  ַבֻּסָּכה 
ֶׁשֶעֶבד ְּכנֲַענִי ָּפטּור ִמן ַהִּמְצוֹות וְָלֵכן הּוא יָכֹול ִליׁשֹן ַּתַחת ַהִּמָּטה". ָאֵכן, ֶעֶבד ְּכנֲַענִי 

ָּפטּור ִמִּמְצוַת ֻסָּכה, ֲאִפּלּו ֶׁשּיֵׁש ִמְצוֹות ֲאֵחרֹות ֶׁשהּוא ַחּיָב ָּבֶהן.

ָאַמר ַעל ָּכְך ַרִּבי ִׁשְמעֹון, ִמְּדָבָריו ֶׁשל ַרָּבן ַּגְמִליֵאל ָלַמְדנּו ֲהָלָכה ֲחׁשּוָבה, ֶׁשִּמי 
ַהִּמָּטה.  ִנְמָצא ַתַחת  ַהִּמְצוָה ְּכֶׁשהּוא  ְלַקֵּים ֶאת  יָכֹול  ֵאינֹו  ֻסָּכה,  ְּבִמְצוַת  ֶׁשַחָּיב 
ַהתלמוד  ַהְּסָכְך.  ַתַחת  וְֹלא  ַהִּמָּטה  ַתַחת  נְִמָצא  ֶׁשהּוא  נְֶחָׁשב  ֶׁשֶּזה  ִמְּפנֵי  ַמּדּוַע? 

ַמְסִּביר, ֶׁשְּמֻדָּבר ַּדוְָקא ְבִמָּטה ְגבֹוָהה ֲעָׂשָרה ְטָפִחים, ֶׁשִהיא ְכמֹו ָגג.
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