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Translation

Explanation
Rabbi Yehudah said that if an am 
ha’aretz who it took upon himself to 
act in accordance with the stringent 
practices of chaverim (members) and 
meticulously observed the mitzvot, later 
decided to recant his vow in private 
(while continuing observe mitzvot in 
public), that individual is no longer 
accepted as a chaver. However, if 
that am ha’aretz recanted in public, 
he would remain accepted among the 
chaverim, as that individual would be 
trusted and not suspected of deceit. 

במטמוניות

איכא דאמרי

בפרהסיא
אין

From the talmud 
Seder KodaShim

maSechet  Bechorot
daf31

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת בכורות, דף ל׳׳א:

חזרו במטמוניות –אין  יהודה אומר:  “רבי   
אותן.  מקבלין   – בפרהסיא  אותן,  מקבלין 
איכא דאמרי: אם עשו דבריהן במטמוניות – 
מקבלין אותן, בפרהסיא - אין מקבלין אותן”
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… Be’matmoniyot … in private, 
     in secrecy
… Eeka d’amrei … There are those 
    who say
… Be’far’hesiya … In public
… Een … Yes
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        Daf 25: ָברֹות ָהָאבּוד ית ַהְקּ The Lost Cemetary – ֵבּ

What is the status of a field that 
contains an ancient grave whose 
tombstone has disappeared, 
and now it is not known where 
the grave is actually located? Is it 
permissible for a kohen to enter 
that field? The Talmud states that 
when a field contains a grave in an 
unknown location, it is prohibited 
for a kohen to enter that entire field, 
because it is prohibited for kohanim 

to become tmai’im (ritually impure) as a result of coming into contact with a corpse.

       Daf 26: ֵהָמה ְבּ ָעִלים ַבּ Owner’s Care for Animals – ִטיּפּול ַהְבּ

Chazal ruled that if a small animal (e.g., a sheep) gives birth to a bechor (firstborn), 
the owners of the animal are required to take care of its offspring for 30 days; 
and if a large animal (e.g., an ox) gives birth to a bechor, the owners of the ox are 
obligated to care for the calf for 50 days.

Why are the animal owners required to care for the bechorim babies 
for 30 days and 50 days, respectively? Owners are required to take 
care of these baby animals, because it would not be respectful to give 
kohanim young calves that necessitate such an intensive amount of care. 
Therefore, the owners care for the calves initially, i.e., when they need a lot 
of attention, and later on, the bechorim are handed over to the kohen.

      Daf 27: לֹוִני רוָּמה ְלֹכֵהן ְפּ Paying for Terumah – ְתּ

Reuven, the farmer, finished stacking the significant quantity of grain that God had 
given him in his field that year.  He then set aside terumah (priestly gifts) for the 
kohanim. Just then, a Jew passed by and said: “My daughter is married to a kohen.  
Allow me to pay some money to you for the terumah and I will give it to my son-in-law.” 

Is that permissible? The Talmud rules that Reuven is permitted to take money 
from the man, in exchange for giving him the terumah. However, it is prohibited 
for a kohen himself to pay money so that a field owner would choose to give 
terumah to him. It is even prohibited for a kohen to voluntarily do work for a 
farmer, lest it appear the kohen did the work in order to receive terumah.

Why is it prohibited for a kohen to pay or work, in exchange for terumah? Owners of 
produce have the prerogative to donate terumah to whichever kohen they wish. If a 
kohen were to give an owner money so that the owner would grant the terumah to him, 
that kohen’s action would cause a loss to his fellow kohanim, who might be in greater 
need and who otherwise could have been the recipients of that field owner’s terumah.



   
 Who’s Who?

NATAN ELBAZ 
(1932-1954)

Natan Elbaz came to Israel from 
Morocco at the age of 18 with the help 
of the Aliyat HaNoar (Youth Aliyah) 
organization. Originally founded by the 
Zionist Rebbetzin Recha Freier in Berlin, 
Germany on the same day Hitler, yimach 
shemo, took power in 1933, Aliyat HaNoar 
protected German youth from the Nazis 
by sending them to Eretz Yisrael and Great 
Britain. By the beginning of World War II, 
over 5,000 youth had been resettled and 
were receiving training in kibbutzim and 
youth villages based on Zionist ideology. 

During and following World War II, over 
25,000 more children were sent to Eretz 
Yisrael. Elbaz made aliyah in 1950, joined 
the IDF, and served in the Infantry Corps. 
He was killed during his army service when 
a grenade was accidentally activated but 
he managed to save his comrades. Natan 
Elbaz was awarded posthumously the 
Medal of Distinguished Service. 

Under the leadership of Henrietta Szold, 
the American Zionist leader and founder of 
Hadassah, Aliyat HaNoar established youth 
villages for the thousands of yougsters who 
began news lives in Eretz Yisrael.

Natan Elbaz, z"l  Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Daf 28: ֵהמֹות ֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים The Animals of Egypt – ְבּ

During the time of the Mishnah, the animals in the 
land of Egypt were of exceptional quality — much 
more so than anywhere else. The Mishnah on this 

daf recounts that when Egyptians sold cows or pigs to 
people from other countries, they would perform surgery 

on those animals so as to render them unable to reproduce. 

Why did the Egyptians perform surgery on their animals? 
So that anyone who wanted premium quality animals 
would have to come and buy them in Egypt and would 

not be able to breed these animals themselves.

This account was told to the Chachamim by Todos the 
Physician, a renowned friend of the rabbis. From this story, the Chachamim 
taught that an animal whose wombs had been surgically removed is not 
deemed treifah (ritually unfit) and is permissible to eat — since the cows in 
Egypt survived after their wombs were removed.

Daf 29: ַכר ִמְצָוה The Reward of a Mitzvah – ְשׂ
In the mishnayot on this daf, we 
learn it is prohibited to receive 
payment for actions connected 
to Torah and observance. 
So much so, that if a person 
receives wages to judge a court 
case, that judgement is null and 
void. If an individual takes a 
salary to testify, that testimony is 
void. If an individual takes wages 
to prepare Mei Efer (purification 

waters) from a red heifer, or in order to sprinkle that water on an individual who 
contracted tum’at ha’met (ritual impurity imparted by a corpse), neither the water, 
nor the ashes that individual prepared will be sacred.

The Talmud derives this law from the words of Moshe Rabbeinu, who told the 
Israelites, “Behold, I have taught you laws and judgments.” Just as Moses taught 
for free, B’nai Yisrael should teach and perform other mitzvot for free.

And if you ask, how do the teachers and rabbis today receive a salary for 
their teaching? The answer is that they are permitted to be receive reward for 
safeguarding the students, and for the fact that while they were busy teaching, 
they engaged in no other remunerative employment that might have been 
possible for them.
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Made In Israel
HopOn

Founded By: Ofer Sinai, 2012

Getting onto a bus without exact 
change can be a disaster. Depending 
on where you are, it may be 
impossible to pay without exact 
change or everyone on the bus may 
wait while the driver searches for 
change. HopOn developed a single 
solution for ticketing on buses and 
other forms of mass transit. The 
company has created a smart card 
that works on buses, trains, and other 
types of transportation. The card can 
be recharged using simple devices 
that can be deployed at newsstands 
and convenience stores. The card 
can also be charged with an app.

HopOn is available on Israeli 
bus lines and in some European 
countries including the Czech 
Republic, Austria, and Germany. 
Tens of thousands of customers 
use HopOn each day and enjoy 
their freedom from waiting on line to 
purchase or to validate tickets. By 
using HopOn solutions, providers will 
be able to get a complete picture of 
the app customer’s usage and travel, 
thus revolutionizing city planning and 
resource allocation.

Thank you, Israeli developers for 
making commutes a little easier!
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Daf 30: ֲחֵבִרים –  “Chaverim”

On this daf we learn about the halachic category of people known as “chaverim.” 
In the Talmud, the expression chaverim does not refer to ordinary friends, but 
rather refers to individuals who meticulously observe each and every detail of the 
mitzvot, particularly regarding the laws of tum’ah and taharah (ritual purity and 
impurity). Such individuals were called “chaverim.”  Not everyone was capable 
of being considered a “chaver.”

Even if a talmid chacham sought to become a chaver, he was required to accept 
the responsibilities of a chaver in the presence of three practicing chaverim.  
The three would check whether the individual meticulously observed halacha 
in matters of taharah (ritual purity), separating terumot and ma’asrot (priestly 
gifts and tithes), and so on, and was therefore suitable to become a chaver. 
Even if an individual was willing to accept all the laws and observances required 
of a chaver, except for one, that individual would not be accepted, until after 
agreeing accept all of the observances. 

 Daf 31: ב ְלמּוָטב ׁ ָשּ The Penitent Chaver – ֶה"ָחֵבר" ֶשׁ

There are Tannaim who maintain that if a “chaver” publicly 
acted in a manner not befitting a “chaver,” but repented 

for those actions in private, that individual is 
no longer trusted as a “chaver.” However, 
Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Yehudah Ben 

Karcha disagreed and stated that as long as 
the individual repented, whether in public or in 
private, that person can once again be accepted 

as a “chaver.”

A Jew is always able to do teshuva and repent. 
Rambam ruled that even a person who committed 

much more severe violations or had done evil things, if that 
individual repents, whether openly or in secret, that person 

is accepted. Moreover, noted Rambam, even if an individual had been evil 
his entire life, and never made the effort to repent until the moment before his 
death, that person would still merit a portion in the world to come.
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Dvar Torah
EMOR

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1. Which people were known as “Chaverim”?
2. On what basis is it permitted for rabbis and Torah teachers to accept payment 
    for their work?
3. Is the kohen himself permitted to pay money so that an owner will choose to 
   donate terumah to that kohen?

ת ֱאמֹור ָרַשׁ ָפּ

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 
1. Who is the person in the center of the illustration and what is he doing?
2. What is the connection between the person depicted and the words “Aliyat HaNoar” 
    on the backpack?
3.  What is the symbol drawn on the flag?

1) The man depicted is Natan Elbaz, who jumped on a grenade to save his friends; 2) Natan 
immigrated to Israel as part of Aliyat HaNoar (Youth Aliyah); 3) Natan received the Medal 
for Distinguished Service for his courageous act of bravery.

Parashat Emor opens with a duplicate 
command — “Say to the kohanim, 
the sons of Aaron, and tell them.” Why 
does the Torah, which is careful not 
to include unnecessary or redundant 
words, seemingly here break from its 
policy of brevity by stating “say” to the 
kohanim and then “tell” them?

Rashi addresses the question and 
asserts: [the repeated command is 
meant] “to warn the elders about the 
little ones.” In other words, the additional 
command is included to direct the 
kohanim to guard their children, who are 
kohanim as well, to ensure the children 
do not violate any of the strictures of 
kehunah (priesthood).

However, on deeper examination, 
Rashi’s words can be understood to 
suggest that while “gedolim” refers to 
the kohanim, the repeated command 
for the “ketanim,” could refer to the 
small details in everything. It is the way 
of the world for individuals in important 
positions to remain unaware of the 
numerous small details, sometimes 
ignoring, forgetting or dismissing 
them. The Torah says to the kohanim 
who are to serve in an important 
position and then reminds them to 
pay attention to both the significant 
matters as well as the minute details.
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