SPONSORED BY: / D3

MEDIS%N INIY? TININ
I f’?"} ES

(2023 °*NRf 20714) 3"5wnN IR B7I73’3 I ‘l;'!f;.-'_t ﬂW’lD J'IJW | 973 1Y) NQQQ/U"TJ'V’IJ mgiD nJjon | D’t_ﬁ; 770
Seder Nashim | Masechet Sotah 46-49/Masechet Gittin 2-4 | Shabbat Parashat Bamidbar | 23-29 lyyar (May 14-20)

jpelec prccrn

Y - = Raa

XN I T TeeC T T T ]
kB Daf 46: THE POWER OF A MINOR ACT R nvpn v Mo o 91 @
On this daf, we learn that every small act that a person undertakes, DTXNY |UR AYYn 729¢ DrTNi7 X AT QT2
even the mere movement of a finger, can have a huge, generational ni'n%? a%id>' - yvayx nynn? 199X nwiy
impact. For example, it is said that during the conquest of Eretz Yisrael, 12010 7¥nY 72 .00 NNIT? Anixy ayowa
the Israelites looked for the entrance to the city of Luz, and a Canaanite N0"2N NX 7KW 12 1W9N Y IXD WD NTAY
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showed them the entryway using his finger. As a reward for doing
so, the Canaanite and future generations of his descendants
were saved. Regarding the Pharaoh who ruled at the time of
Avraham Avinu, it is said that as a reward for the four steps he
took to accompany Avraham, his descendants earned the
authority to enslave the Israelites for 400 years. From these
teachings, we can understand the power of our actions, our
speech, and our studies, and not give up on doing any small

action that could add good to the world. .0%ivaaio
K Daf 47: DO NOT GIVE UP ON ANY STUDENT TR ap VRO 870 47
Educating students is not an easy task. Some problematic students D! .NRIYD N7 Npwn it D'TRYD InY
might appear irredeemable. However, rejecting such students completely N¥! X7 2i0 127 DIYY NRTIY DN D'TNR7A
is never the solution. There are times it could be necessary to scold or JNN90 X7 AT MNA7 DNIX NINT? 728 .0NR
punish them, but even then, it is essential to make it clear to the student D2 72X ,DNIX YIYQ'H DDA A7 1Y D'NY9Y
that you appreciate them and that they can improve. D7i>! DNYI DRI DAY DNY7 1'DANY ™Y

abhlihy

The Talmud calls for this approach: “The left hand repels,
and the right hand draws near.” With one hand, one
should drive away bad behavior, but with the other hand
bring the student closer. Our sages talk about Elisha
the prophet and Yehoshua ben Perahya, who wholly
pushed away students because of their behavior,

and as a result, those students committed even '
worse acts. The lesson to be learned is never to give

up on any person, and believe it is always possible
for a student to change for the better.
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Seder Nashim | Sotah 48-49

K2 Daf 48: T0 BE LIKE MOSHE 137 mob na nivt n 91

Is it possible to be like Moshe? After all, Moshe was M0 2120 NYn ind N7 2WOK DXD
a giant among giants. Who can reach his level? The 7200 M ,0'7Y2Y 7Y D D20 nvin
Talmud here states that in later generations there were
righteous people who reached the highest levels, almost
like Moses. Such assertions of individual greatness
were made about Hillel the Elder and Samuel the
Little, who were worthy of having the Shekinah (Divine
Presence) rest upon them, although their generations
were not entitled to it. Maimonides wrote that every
person, if they invest effort and pray, can be a great
person, like Moses.
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K Daf 49: STUDYING TORAH THROUGH Timm 170 187 w70 97 O
DIFFICULTY AND HARD WORK T3 0P

Torah study and the observance of mitzvot present unique TN DX Y NiYN DR NNIN TR73
challenges during times of trouble and distress. When D2 .NpIXD W Y T2 12TaYd
living conditions are comfortable and easy, it is certainly D'NIN YU'1 212010 1702 790 N1 WK
necessary to study Torah diligently. But the challenge NXT Niwy? 2wn Min ™77 o'ni
is far greater when living conditions are poor and there MNi' 7T MNK DR, MY DTN
are obstacles and hindrances to consistent Torah study. D2 X7X ,7@Y2 1 N7 NINT NiYy7 N0
Our Sages taught that those who engage in Torah study .D01BYI 07iYIN N0 Yl NYZ DX
despite extenuating circumstances, i.e., during a difficult AN NINA POIVY 'Y D'MININ 11'R2N
situation, have their prayer heard and earn themselves Ny inon - Ny axn Jinn ,7nin
the merit of seeing the aura of the Divine Presence. The 722 ' .N1DWD I'T DX NIKY7 NITI
more effort a person invests into studying, the more they D'N'NAD 32 ,TN72 NI' D'YARDAY
profit and the higher they are elevated. ANt 0'unM
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TRACTATE GITTIN: Ch. 1 — [AN AGENT] WHO BRINGS
A BILL OF DIVORCE

The name of tractate Gittin already indicates N'D NR2 TA'M 122 |'va NYen Y ANy
what it deals with—the get (divorce document). NINWI NYXYT [Ni1 702¥ 10W R1D LA V22 - NOIY
A get is the document that a husband gives NNNi® NJona .a'wa ni'a? 7'09a7 n¥in
to his wife when he wants to cease being YINn ,0) NN VA X'ANY N*Y7YY D2
her husband. Masechet Gittin opens with the DNNII ANJ) VANY 2 72V T'WT 1Y ,YIXY
matter of a messenger who brings a divorce 072 N7 YIX7 yINQY DIYN NKT 11092
document from a distant land, outside Israel, DTV R¥N7 NY DAl ,|'v1 Nid7N2 D'N'72
and who is then required to testify that the TYNY Dwn IRiQw
divorce certificate was written and signed in his a9 i vany
presence. This is because not everyone abroad ™79 Wox Pn
was familiar with the halachot of Gittin, and, Y127 Xin 2iv nnd
moreover, it was also difficult to find witnesses DTN Mi'72
willing to come from abroad to testify that the D7 ; D'Ya7nNn
document had not been forged. From this we YIX TR yxa
can learn the greatness of kibbutz galuyot, DY LUTRED
the gathering of all Jews in Eretz Yisrael, the NXY - UTEa W
Holy Land, and in Jerusalem, the Holy City

D'A2iN X ANNY
whose liberation we celebrate these days. NN D

Q Daf 3: ONE WITNESS IS DEEMED CREDIBLE
IN CASES INVOLVING PROHIBITIONS

From the Torah verse: “A single witness may not testify 19 9V ...NNYN D' |iV 'Y YK TN TY DI N7 7109010
against a party accused of any sin or transgression ... DXY D'TRY7 11X ,”712T DIp* DTV DY'7Y '9 ' iX DTV Y
only on the testimony of two or three witnesses is a case NN D720 ' MOK 7V QY 2R T N2 TYn TR TY
deemed established,” we learn that if one witness testifies J'T N2 N72NN TN DY 7Y NITY 71 LNy

in a beit din (court of law) that Reuven violated a prohibition,
the witness’s testimony is not accepted. Only the testimony
of two people together is accepted as credible in a beit din.
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However, there is an exception to the rule: “One witness is
deemed credible in cases of prohibitions.” Meaning: One
witness is considered reliable to tell their friend whether a
certain act is mutar (permitted) or assur (prohibited). For
example, a person sees a mashgiach (kashrut supervisor) and
asks the mashgiach if everything is kosher. The mashgiach
replies: “Yes, | watched carefully, and | can testify that
everything is kosher.” Clearly, this is the testimony of only one
witness. Is it permissible to accept such testimony? The
answer is “yes” because the Torah states that regarding

prohibitions even one witness is trustworthy.
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K Daf 4: THE DOCUMENT AND THE WITNESSES

oYy T 191 0191

Divorces conducted without witnesses are
During which part of the divorce is it necessary
to have witnesses? The sages of the Talmud were
divided on this matter. Rabbi Meir believed that
the witnesses need to sign the get and their
signature is what gives validity to the document.
Now, with that document, the husband can divorce
his wife. Rabbi Eleazar maintained that according
to the Torah, there is no need for the withesses
to sign a get certificate, rather, it is the obligation
of the witnesses to be present at the time of
delivery of the get from the husband to the wife.

completely invalid.
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desert was the making of banners for each
tribe. What was the significance of the banners
right then? What did they symbolize? Simply
put, the mitzvah to create banners enters
before embarking on a lengthy journey in an
enormous desert, where great confusion can
arise about which direction to go and where to
be positioned. B’nei Yisrael were very large in
number and the tribal banners were necessary
to ensure everyone knew their place while in
the desert procession. However, on a deeper
level, it can be said that a banner is a symbol
of the unique character and goal to which a

One of the first mitzvot that God commands B’nei Yisrael upon
their setting out on a long trek through the
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person is linked. Raising the banner symbolizes faith in a path,
in an aspiration, and makes a defined statement. Now, after long
years of enslavement and hard labor in Egypt. Now, after coming
out of slavery toward freedom, B’nei Yisrael waved banners — as
free people, living and believing in a common goal and faith. D9NYN N3NYI NNYN2
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