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Explanation
The Talmud derives from Torah 
verses that the mitzvah to perform 
circumcision on an adult man does not 
override Shabbat, while circumcision 
of an infant boy on the eighth day does 
override Shabbat — because in both 
the case of Shabbat observance and 
in the case of circumcision the word 
dorot (generations) is written.

Translation

Daf 129: ם ַזת ָדּ BLOODLETTING – ַהָקּ

The chachamim prohibited hakazat dam on Erev Yom Tov. What 
is hakazat dam? It is removal of blood from the body. Once, 
bloodletting was customary for health reasons. Today, blood is 
more typically removed from a person for blood tests, or as a 
donation to people who do not have enough blood in their body.

According to legend, chachamim understood there to be a grave danger posed to 
anyone who performed bloodletting on Erev Shavuot, due to a mysterious spirit that 
roamed the earth on that day. As further protection against this hazard, and to ensure 
nobody performed bloodletting on Erev Shavuot, the chachamim decreed bloodletting 
to be prohibited on any Erev Yom Tov, so that no one would mistakenly undergo that 
procedure on Erev Shavuot when the practice was considered particularly perilous.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת שבת דף קל׳׳ב:

 “גדול דכתיב ביה ברית, לידחי שבת!
אלא אתיא דורות – דורות.”
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Daf 128: "אֹוֶכל "מּוְקֶצה – FOOD WHICH HAS BEEN SET ASIDE
              
Muktzeh machmat gufo (an item set aside because of its inherent nature) refers 
to something a person is prohibited to move on Shabbat because of its inherent 
uselessness. For this reason, it is prohibited to move spoiled food on Shabbat, as 
such food is muktzeh because it is not fit to eat. 

Conversely, the Talmud teaches that animal food is not muktzeh, since it is sufficient 
that animals are able to eat a particular food to prove its usefulness. 
There is one stipulation: The food must be for common animals, and 
not ones that are rare. For example, in Eretz Yisrael cat food is not 
muktzeh, because cats are found all over Eretz Yisrael. However, elephant 
food is muktzeh, because elephants are rare in Eretz Yisrael and there is 
no use for that type of food when there are no elephants. Elephant food 
would only lose its muktzeh status for a person who actually owns an 
elephant because that person has a clear use for the food.

גדול 
דכתיב

לידחי
אתיא

... Gadol ......... An adult (male)

... Dichteev .... As is written (in a 
                        Torah verse)
... L’deechei ... To override
... Atya ........... Comes (to be 
                        taught from)
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 Daf 130: ִרית ִמיָלה              THE MITZVAH OF CIRCUMCISION – ִמְצַות ְבּ

B’nai Yisrael gladly and eagerly accepted upon themselves the mitzvah of brit milah 
(circumcision), like a person who found a considerable fortune. As such, to this day, 
the mitzvah of brit milah is fulfilled with joy and celebrated with a festive meal in 
honor of the delight we take in maintaining the covenant.

Throughout the generations, Jews gave their lives to uphold the 
mitzvah of brit milah. Even when non-Jewish authorities declared 
the death penalty upon anyone who circumcised a son, Jews 
did not abide by the anti-Judaic edict, and instead, heroically 
continued to circumcise their sons. Because the Jewish People 

risked martyrdom for the cause of brit milah, we merited the continued widespread 
popularity of Brit-Milah for all generations.
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Seder Moed | Shabbat 131-132

 Daf 131: ִקיַעת ׁשֹוָפר SOUNDING OF THE SHOFAR – ְתּ

On Rosh Hashanah we sound the shofar, as mandated in the Torah (Sefer Bamidbar 
29:1) “yom teru’ah yihiyeh lachem” (A day of sounding the teru’ah it shall be for you). 
Teru’ah refers to the sounding of the shofar. On Rosh Hashanah the shofar is sounded 
during the day, and not at night — a practice which the chachamim say is derived 
from the verse which calls for a “yom teru’ah,” an explicit indication the shofar is to be 
sounded during the day. 

In the era when the yovel (Jubilee year) was operative, Torah law mandated the 
sounding of the shofar on Yom Kippur of the Jubilee.

What is the yovel? The Torah commands that a 
yovel, or Jubilee, take place once every 50 years. 

During the yovel, the laws of shmitah (sabbatical 
year) apply — i.e., a prohibition on working the land, 

and likewise, certain properties that had been previously sold 
were returned to their previous owners. In addition, Jewish slaves 
were freed from their masters, and returned to their homes, at the 
onset of the Jubilee. When exactly were properties returned to 
their owners and the Jewish slaves liberated from their masters? 
Following the shofar blasts on Yom Kippur of the Jubilee.

   
 

     Daf 132: ת ַבּ ַשׁ ִרית ִמיָלה ְבּ CIRCUMCISION ON SHABBAT  – ְבּ

It is a mitzvah to perform a brit milah on the 8th day following the birth of a baby 
boy. Meaning, if a boy is born on a Wednesday, his brit milah should be conducted 
the following Wednesday. Likewise, the brit milah for a baby boy born on Shabbat 
occurs on the following Shabbat.  The Torah stipulates that brit milah overrides 
Shabbat in this instance.

Rabbi Eliezer maintained it is permissible 
to perform melachot needed to conduct a 
brit milah — for example, it is permissible 
to carry a mohel’s instruments in the reshut 
harabim (public domain). However, the 
chachamim disagreed and contended the 
Torah permitted performance of melachot 
necessary to perform a brit milah on 
Shabbat only in instances when those 
melachot could not be performed prior to 

Shabbat. The instruments required for a brit milah do not fit into this category, as 
they can be brought to the location of the ceremony prior to Shabbat and need not 
be carried on Shabbat itself. 

Dvar Torah
MATOT

Parashat Matot contains laws 
regarding vows; statements by which 
people either obligate themselves to 
or prohibit themselves from engaging 
in particular worldly activities. There 
is a tendency to believe that making 
a vow is religiously virtuous. 

Yet this is a dangerous belief. 
While it is meritorious to fulfill a 
previously uttered vow, there is no 
obligation to make the vow in the 
first place. Moreover, there is the 
real possibility that a person will be 
unable to adhere to the terms of the 
vow and eventually will stumble into 
transgression. It is best to avoid 
undertaking vows, and to say the 
expression “b’li neder,” meaning 
“without the solemn effect of a 
vow,” even when making forward-
looking statements one has every 
intention to fulfill. 

The Talmud does teach, however, 
that it is appropriate to make vows 
about the giving of charity when one 
is faced with mortal crisis. This notion 
we learn from Yaakov’s behavior 
upon running away from Eisav. 

ִלי ֶנֶדר ְבּ

WHAT WAS 
YOUR VOW?

WHAT DO I DO IF 

I’VE MADE A VOW 

i CAN’T KEEP? ...

TO ALWAYS 
KEEP MY 

VOWS.
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Daf 133: ִהיּדוּר ִמְצָוה –  BEAUTIFICATION OF A MITZVAH

We are bidden to enhance our fulfillment of mitzvot — i.e., wear 
fine tzitzit, take a good looking lulav, sound a great shofar, and 

the like. Correspondingly, before 
a sefer Torah is written, it is fitting 
to hire a sofer (scribe) known for 
crafting beautiful letters. A sefer 
Torah must be written using a fine 

quill, filled with high quality ink. After the writing of a Torah scroll 
is complete, it is to be covered with a beautiful parochet (mantle), 
as an additional expression of hiddur mitzvah.

The chachamim derived the concept of hiddur mitzvah from 
Shemot 15:2 — “Zeh ayli v’anvayhu” (This is my God and I 
will enshrine Him). V’anvayhu comes from the root word “noy” 
or beauty — meaning, we are obliged to use beautiful and 
enhanced items in the fulfillment of God’s mitzvot.

Daf 134: ת ַבּ ַשׁ רּוָפה ְבּ MEDICATION ON SHABBAT  – ְתּ

Chazal decreed that a person who is only mildly ill should refrain from taking medication 
on Shabbat. The sages based this ruling on their concern that preparation of particular 
medicines would require the grinding of ingredients, which is prohibited. For this reason, 
Chazal ruled that a person who was only slightly sick should not just avoid taking 
medicine but should also abstain from medical treatment on Shabbat.

For instance, in ancient times, it was 
customary to drip oil mixed with hot water onto 
a wound. Shmuel maintained it is prohibited 
to administer this mixture on Shabbat, as 
doing so would constitute medical treatment. 
However, Shmuel stated it is permissible to 
pour a combination of oil and hot water onto 
the injured person’s skin near the site of the 
wound, so that it drips onto the wound itself. 
Why?  Since it is not evident that pouring a 
solution onto skin in this manner is meant as a 
form of medical treatment.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  Is it permissible to move elephant 
food on Shabbat?

2. What did Rabbi Eliezer and the 
chachamim disagree about 
regarding brit milah on Shabbat?

3. Why did the Sages restrict use of 
medication on Shabbat?

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION
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The year 2011 was a summer of social 
protest in Israel. A demonstration broke out 
over the price of cottage cheese and quickly 
expanded to an outcry against the high cost 
of living in Israel. On September 3, 2014, over 

400,000 people participated in rallies throughout the country, with 
300,000 congregating in Tel Aviv’s Rabin Square.

The government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
successfully defeated the protest movement by appointing a 
commission “to examine into the situation.” In the end, little was 
accomplished by the masses who took to the streets. However, 
food product manufacturers did refrain from raising prices for the 
next few years.

On July 18, 2012, Israelis received a rude reminder that the world 
was not safe from terror when an Israeli tourist bus was attacked 
at the Burgis Airport in Bulgaria. Seven Israelis were killed, and 30 
were injured.

On June 12, 2014, three Israeli teenagers, Naftali Frankel, Gilad Shaar, 
and Eyal Yifrach, were kidnapped in Gush Etzion. The kidnapping 
resulted in a three-week-long search for the boys, which ended in 
the discovery of their bodies on June 30. 

On July 8, Israel launched Mivtza Tzuk Eitan (Operation Protective 
Edge) against Hamas in Gaza. After nearly eight weeks of fighting, 
Israel lost 67 soldiers in Gaza, and Hamas had launched hundreds 
of missiles at Israel — including long-range 
rockets at Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. The Iron 
Dome defense system, which was fully 
deployed at this time, intercepted between 
80-90% of the missiles. 

The Israeli economy continued to grow throughout this period, led 
by the high-tech sector. The industry received additional investments 
and saw some of its companies, like Waze, sold to American 
technology giants.


