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Explanation
In the Torah verse, the words “tents” and 
“streams” appear side-by-side, to teach 
that just as a person who immerses in 
a stream is elevated from being ritually 
impure to ritual purity, so too, whoever 
enters the “tent of Torah,” the Beit 
Midrash, and studies there, is elevated 
from a state of guilt to a state of merit.

Daf 17: ה ִפיָלּ ָרִטית ַאֲחֵרי ַהְתּ ה ְפּ ִפיָלּ  – ְתּ
              PRIVATE PRAYER FOLLOWING THE AMIDAH

Following the final blessing of the Amidah it is acceptable for an individual to pray for 
things that are personally important to them, using whatever words they so choose.

The Gemara shares a few personal post-Amidah prayers composed 
by individual Amoraim. Rav supplemented his statutory prayer with 
a supplication that we customarily recite on Shabbat Mevarchim in 
preparation for and recognition the upcoming new month: “Yehi 
ratzon Mil’fa’necha, she’Tee’ten lanu chayim aru’kim, chayim shel 
shalom…” (May it be Your will, that You grant us long life, a life of 
peace…). When Mar bar Ravina concluded his Amidah prayers he 

said: “Elo-hai netzor leshoni meh’ra” (My God, guard my tongue from 
evil), which is popularly recited even today.

Rav Safra prayed for all those who study the holy Torah that they may be privileged 
to learn “L’shem Shamayim” — (for the sake of Heaven, i.e., for the right reasons).

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר זרעים, מסכת ברכות דף ט׳׳ז:

 “דכתיב: כאהלים נטיו כגנות עלי נהר 
כאהלים נטע וגו', לומר לך: מה נחלים 
לטהרה  מטומאה  האדם  את  מעלין 
מכף  האדם  את  מעלין  אהלים  אף   –

חובה לכף זכות”
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      Daf 16: ל ַהּפֹוֲעִלים זֹון ֶשׁ ת ַהָמּ ְרַכּ  – ִבּ
                      THE LABORERS’ GRACE AFTER MEALS
              

Workers who are contracted for an entire day’s 
labor are not to recite all of of Birkat HaMazon 
(Grace After Meals). Rather, they recite a 
condensed version. Why? If they were to recite 
the full Birkat HaMazon, they would lose too much 

potential working time and the employer would thereby lose money by 
paying them for time they were not working.

Which berachot should full-day laborers skip? Full-day laborers are not to recite the 
berachot obligated by rabbinic law. However, they are required to recite the berachot 
mandated by the Torah. Therefore, they recite the first beracha “Ha’zahn.” After that, 
it is sufficient for the laborers to recite one additional beracha, which is an abridged 
combination of “Nodeh Lecha” (We Thank You) and the “Rechem Na” (Have mercy); 
and more than that they do not say.
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 Daf 18: ן ְיהֹוָיָדע ָנָיהּו ֶבּ ל ְבּ  – ִצְדקּותֹו ֶשׁ
                THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF BENAYAHU SON OF YEHODAYA             

Benayahu son of Yehoyada was head of the Sanhedrin during the reign of King David. 
Benayahu was also known by the name “M’Kav’tze’el.” He was given that nickname 
(from the root ‘mekabetz,’ i.e., to gather), as he had gathered and amassed many learners 
to increase the study of Torah. Benayahu worked tirelessly so that a great number of 
Jews would be able to assemble in public and learn the sacred Torah. [Cont’d on page 2].
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Seder Zeraim | Berachot 18 [Cont’d]-19-20

 

 Daf 19: ַבת ֲאֵבָדה ַעְטֵנז" ְוֲהָשׁ "ַשׁ –  
              “Sha’at’nez” & Hashavat Aveidah 

“Sha’at’nez” is the term used to describe a garment made from both wool and linen. 
Deuteronomy 22:11 prohibits the wearing of such clothing. If a Jew discovers that he 
is wearing a Sha’at’nez garment, he should remove it immediately, even if doing so 
causes embarrassment and the need to remain without that garment in public, since the 
fulfillment of mitzvot is of utmost importance.

It is only regarding the mitzvah of Hashavat Aveidah (returning a lost object) that there is 
an exception made. If an individual is embarrassed to handle a certain type of aveidah 
(lost object), that person is patur (exempt) in that specific instance. For example, if a 
talmid chacham (Torah scholar) walked in the street and saw a lost sheep, that talmid 
chacham is not required to take the sheep and declare the metzia (found item) — 
since the talmid chacham would be embarrassed to lead an animal through the street. 
Evidence for this assertion is that if the sheep belonged to the talmid chacham himself, 
likely he would not personally handle the animal in public.

 

     Daf 20: ָרָמא ַהְזַּמן ְגּ ה ֶשׁ POSTIVE TIME-BOUND MITZVOT – ִמְצַות ֲעֵשׂ

“Mitzvat Aseh She’ha’zman Gerama” are positive time-bound commandments. There 
are some mitzvot that may be fulfilled at any time, e.g., the mitzvah of giving tzedakah. 
In contrast, there are other mitzvot that are not always possible to fulfill. The mitzvah of 
K’riyat Shema, for example, is not possible to fulfill throughout the day. There are set 
windows of opportunity to recite K’riyat Shema in the morning and evening.

There is a general exemption for women from Mitzvot Aseh 
She’ha’zman Gerama. In light of the fact that the various 
daily prayer services are time-bound rituals, why are women, 
nevertheless, obligated to pray?

The Gemara explains that even though the mitzvah of tefillah 
only remains in effect at particular times, the sages still ruled 
women should pray every day, since it is during tefillah that we 
ask for mercy and make bakashot (requests) of Hashem.

Dvar Torah
VA’ERA

At the beginning of Parashat Va’Era, 
the God said to Moses: “And also, 
I heard the moaning of B’nai Yisrael 
... and I have remembered my Brit 
(covenant).” What is intended by the 
words — “And also, I?”  It couldn’t 
possibly be to suggest there are 
another heavenly beings who heard 
the cries of B’nai Yisrael and to which 
God added: “And I heard too.”

Chatam Sofer explained that what 
led to the process of redemption 
from Egypt was that it was the 
Israelites who first saw and heard 
one another’s troubles. They saw 
and heard the difficulty of their fellow 
Israelites and each one tried to help 
his or her friend cope with the terrible 
suffering they had endured.

When God saw that the Israelites 
were hearing and seeing each other, 
he said to Moses: “And also, I heard” 
— meaning, since B’nai Yisrael have 
heard each other, I have heard them 
as well, and for that reason, they will 
be taken out of slavery into freedom.

ם ׀ ְוַג֣
י  ְעִתּ ַמ֗ י ָשׁ ֲאִנ֣

ל ...  ָרֵא֔ י ִיְשׂ ֵנ֣ ת־ַנֲאַקת֙ ְבּ ֶאֽ
ִריתִֽי׃ ר ֶאת־ְבּ ָוֶאְזֹכּ֖

[Cont’d from page 1] The Gemara teaches that Benayahu 
was a wise and exalted Torah scholar, so much so that it 
was said there was no talmid chacham who matched his 
level of scholarship during the entire period of the First and 
Second Holy Temples. Benayahu studied diligently. On 
one occasion, it snowed heavily and was very cold. Yet, 
Benayahu paid no attention to the weather. Instead, he spent 
the whole day eagerly studying the entire “Sifra d’Bei Rav,” a 
collection of halachic expositions on the Book of Leviticus. 
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Daf 21: ה ִפיָלּ ְתּ – ַהּטֹוֶעה ַבּ
               A MISTAKENLY RECITED PRAYER

What should be done by an individual who began to recite the Amidah 
prayer and suddenly remembered — in the middle of the prayer — that 
he had already prayed?

Shmuel taught that one should immediately stop reciting the Amidah, even in 
the middle of a blessing, since that prayer is unnecessary and redundant.

The weekday Amidah contains 19 blessings, while the Amidah for Shabbat is shorter 
and consists of only seven blessings. The Gemara asks what a person should do if, on 
Shabbat, instead of reciting the Sabbath Amidah, s/he mistakenly recited the weekday 
Amidah. Should s/he stop in the middle of reciting a blessing?! 

The Gemara concludes that this individual should not stop in the middle of a blessing, but 
rather, complete that particular beracha and then begin the proper tefillah for Shabbat. 

Daf 22: ָכבֹוד ה ְבּ   – ּתֹוָרה ּוְתִפיָלּ
                LEARNING TORAH AMID SERIOUS DISTRACTION

One must study Torah with a serious 
mindset and without indulging in levity, 
just as the Nation of Israel stood at Mount 
Sinai and received the Torah in a state of 
reverence and trepidation before God.

Certain mitzvot may be fulfilled only in 
Eretz Yisrael, such as Shmittah (Sabbatical 
year); Terumah (priestly gifts); and other 
mitzvot which are called “Mitzvot ha’t’luyot 
ba’Aretz”, since their fulfillment is tied to 
one’s presence in Eretz Yisrael.

The Tannaim debated whether the mitzvah 
of Reisheet HaGez (which mandates that a Jew who owns and shears sheep is required to 
give a portion of the wool to the kohen) is a Mitzvah ha’t’luya ba’Aretz, one which should 
only be fulfilled in Eretz Yisrael, or whether the law is applicable in Chutz l’Aretz (outside of 
Eretz Yisrael) as well. Rambam ruled that the law only applies in Eretz Yisrael.

It is prohibited to pray in an unclean location. A prayer recited in such a place is invalid 
and whomever recited it would then need to pray once again in an appropriate place.

ֵרי ָהִאיׁש ַאְשׁ
ר לֹא ָהַלְך,  ֲאֶשׁ
ִעים; ... ֲעַצת ְרָשׁ ַבּ

תֹוַרת ה׳ ֶחְפצֹו;  י ִאם ְבּ ִכּ
ה,  ּוְבתֹוָרתֹו ֶיְהֶגּ
יֹוָמם ָוָלְיָלה. 

 ]PSALMS 1:1  • תהילים א:א[

Happy is the person 
who has not followed 

the counsel of the wicked, ... 
but rather, delights in God's teaching, 

and studies that teaching 
day and night.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  Why are laborers contracted to work 
a full day exempt from reciting the 
entire Birkat HaMazon?

2.  Who was called “M’Kav’tze’el” and 
why? What was his position?

3.  What is the meaning of the term — 
Mitzvat Aseh she’ha’zman Gerama?

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION

Please email answers
to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!
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Who is willing and capable of 
guaranteeing that what happened 

to us in Europe will not recur? Can the 
conscience  of humanity absolve itself of all 
responsibility for that Holocaust? There is 

only one security guarantee: a homeland and a state.”  — Ben Gurion 
to UNSCOP,  June 1947 

Harry all your life you had a hero. [He 
pointed to a bronze sculpture of President 
Andrew Jackson]. I too have a hero, a man 
I never met but who I think the greatest 
Jew who has ever lived.  I am talking about 
Chaim Weizmann. He is a very sick man broken in health, but he 
has traveled thousands of just to see you and plea the cause of 
my people. Now you refuse to see him… Edward Jacobson (Truman’s 
friend and former business partner) speaking to President Harry S. Truman 
on March 13, 1947.  President Truman replied: “You win ... I will see him.”

The Jewish people belongs in this 
society of nations. Surely the Jewish people 
is no less deserving than other peoples 
whose national freedom and independence 
have been established and whose 

representatives are now seated here. The Jews were your allies in 
the war, and joined their sacrifices to yours to achieve a common 
victory. — Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, American Zionist Leader, addressing the 
UN on May 8, 1947.

During the summer of 1947, a United Nations commission 
called the UNSCOP held extensive hearings and meetings 
in Pre-State Israel to assess the conditions there. The Arabs 
largely boycotted the meetings. 

Two events occurred that impacted UNSCOP delegates:
First, the British had sentenced two Irgun members to 
death by hanging for terror activities. In response, the Irgun 
kidnapped two British sergeants and warned that if their boys 
were hanged, the sergeants would be as well. Both sentences 
were carried out, horrifying observers.

A sub-committee of UNSCOP toured the camps for 
displaced persons in Germany, and reported that almost all 
of the displaced persons wished to go to Eretz Yisrael. The 
UNSCOP issued a report by the majority, which called for 
the establishment of two independent states in the land; one 
Jewish and one Arab. 

           APRIL 27
     1947 ...  Special Session

                           of the UN 
                           General Assembly

   

      JULY 18
1947 .....   Exodus Boarded

                         

                  AUGUST 31
1947 .....  UNSCOP 

Recommends Partition

u FEBRUARY 14
     1947 ...    British Cabinet
              Decides to Turn 
                             Matter to the UN

        MAY 26
u 1947 ...  UNSCOP Begins Work 
        

          
        JULY
u 1947 .....  Two Irgun members 
                            and two British
                            Sargeants Hanged

   

    NOVEMBER 29
u 1947 .....  Partition Plan Passes

Second, the British boarded a refugee ship renamed the 
“Exodus.” When the refugees and crew on board fought back, 
three were killed and 26 were wounded. The boat was towed to 
Haifa and its passengers were forcibly transferred to three ships 
compelled to set sail for France. After France refused to accept 
anyone who did not want to disembark, the British set sail for 
Hamburg Germany, where the refugees were interned.

On November 29, 1947, the UN General Assembly then voted 
on partition of the land. The Jews embraced the plan, while 
the Arabs threaten to go to war.
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[The United Nations Partition Plan]
HISTORY OF ISRAEL


