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מאן דאמר 
ממטה 
למעלה
שיערו

Translation

Explanation
The Talmud describes two ways in 
which the lamps in the Beit HaMikdash 
were to be filled with oil. According 
to one method, the oil was used 
sparingly, because the Torah does not 
want to waste Israel’s money; whereas 
according to the second method, a 
greater amount of oil used, because in 
circumstances of wealth, such as the 
Beit HaMikdash, it was not fitting to 
economize, acting like the poor.

From the talmud 
Seder KodaShim

maSechet  menachot
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בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת מנחות, דף פ׳׳ט:
“מאן דאמר ממטה למעלה שיערו—  
ישראל,  של  ממונן  על  חסה  התורה 
ומאן דאמר ממעלה למטה שיערו—

אין עניות במקום עשירות”
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       Daf 86: ׁש ְקָדּ ֶמן ִלְמנֹוַרת ַהִמּ       Production of Oil  – ֲהָפַקת ֶשׁ
                      for the Menorah in the Beit HaMikdash

The lamps of the menorah in the Beit HaMikdash needed to be lit using the finest 
quality olive oil. The Mishnah on this daf explains there were three olive harvests 
each year that produced various grades of oil. The Mishnah indicates which oil was 
suitable for use in the menorah of the Beit HaMikdash.

The olives at the top of the tree ripen first, because they are exposed to sunlight 
the entire day. Thus, the olives at the top of the tree were picked first. The olives 
were crushed and placed in a wicker basket with many holes, through which the 
accumulated oil would drip into a vessel placed below. This oil was fit for use in the 
Beit HaMikdash menorah, as it was of the highest quality. 

After the oil stopped seeping from the crushed olives, the harvester would press 
down on them with a wooden beam to extract additional oil with the help of the heavy 
weight of the wood. The oil produced under the pressure of the beam was mixed with 
some pieces of olive, which compromised its quality. This second grade of oil was not 
kosher (fit) for use in the menorah, but was adequate to be used for menachot (meal 
offerings). Next, the olives would be ground up to produce a third grade of oil.

After a time, the olives in the middle of the tree would ripen and they too would be 
put through the aforementioned three-stage process of oil production. Likewise, 
only the first oil extracted was kosher for use in the menorah. 

After more time had passed, 
the olives on the lower section 
of the tree were harvested. 
But these olives had not fully 
ripened. So they required 
additional time to ripen, which 
was accomplished by placing 
them on the roof to provide 
exposure to direct sunlight.

... Mahn d’amar ... one who says

... Mi’matah ... decreasing

... L’ma’alah ... increasing

... Shee’aro ... allocate it
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 This Week in 
Jewish History

Daf 88: נֹוָרה The Arms of the Menorah – ְקֵני ַהְמּ

God commanded Aharon to light the menorah in the 
Beit HaMikdash every day. At the end of each day, an 
additional mitzvah mandated the cleaning of the lamps 
— i.e., removing the used oil and the burnt wick from 
the lamp as preparation for the following day’s lighting.

The menorah itself was made from pure gold and was extremely large. That being the 
case, how were they able to successfully drain its lamps? Rav Sheshet replied that 
the arms of the menorah, upon which the lamps were attached, were made uniquely 
flexible, making it possible to bend the lamps in order to pour out the unused oil. 

One Nation, En Route to Israel
On the 28th of Cheshvan in 1949, the 
Jewish population in Israel reached 
one million! Israel had declared 
independence less than a year and a 
half earlier on the 5th of Iyyar in 1948, 
with a total population of approximately 
800,000 people. 

Since Israel’s independence, Jews 
from around the world have made aliyah, 
to fulfill the Zionist dream of living in the 
Jewish homeland. In Israel’s early years, 
many of the immigrants were Holocaust 
survivors from Europe. Another 49,000 
Jews from Yemen were brought to Israel 
with Operation Magic Carpet between 
1949-1950 and between 1951-1952, 
approximately 120,000 Iraqi Jews were 
brought to Israel in Operation Ezra and 
Nechemiah.

Between 1949-1959, Israel was 
under  tzena (austerity, which included 
rationing) due to the tremendous 
population increase in such a short time. 

Aliyah from North African countries, 
Iran, Ethiopia, the Soviet Union, Latin 
America, France, and of course, 
North America, in addition to Israel’s 
encouragement of large families, has 
resulted in a total population today of 
almost nine million people!

Nefesh B'Nefesh flight arrives at Ben Gurion airport, filled with 
a group of new olim (immigrants) to Israel. 

Photo Source:  Israel Government Press Office.
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Daf 87: א ן ֲחַלְפָתּ י יֹוִסי ֵבּ Rabbi Yossi Ben Chalafta – ַרִבּ

The “Rabbi Yossi” mentioned in the Mishnah is Rabbi Yossi Ben Chalafta, who 
was born in northern Israeli city of Tzipori. Rabbi Akiva was his Rav Muvhak 
(primary, main teacher). Rabbi Yossi was among the young Tanaaim who received 
s’micha (rabbinic ordination) from Rabbi Yehudah Ben Babba, moments before 
the elder sage was murdered by the Romans.

The Mishnah includes more than 300 teachings attributed 
to Rabbi Yossi. The Nasi (Patriarch, Sanhedrin President) 
Rabban Shimon Ben Gamliel appointed Rabbi Yossi to 
be the teacher for his son Yehudah, who later came to be 
known as Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, editor of the Mishnah.

Rabbi Yossi authored the braita called “Seder Olam Rabbah” (Great Order of the 
World), in which the chronology of world events from Genesis through the Biblical 
period is set down. Rabbi Yossi was privileged to raise five sons, all of whom 
were great Torah scholars. When Rabbi Yossi died, his entire generation mourned 
him. In Masechet Mo’ed Katan (25b), it says that on the day Rabbi Yossi died, the 
gutters of Tzipori flowed with blood.

Daf 89: ׁש ְקָדּ ֵבית ַהִמּ ִלי ְמִדיָדה ְבּ  – ְכּ
              Measuring Utensils in the Beit HaMikdash

In the Beit HaMikdash there were different utensils to measure 
the oil, water and wine that were offered on the mizbe’ach (altar) 
as menachot (meal offerings) or as nesachim (libations).

Chazal identified seven different types of Temple vessels used for 
measuring liquid. This tradition was handed down from generation-to-generation. 
For example, some korbanot were offered along with a half “hin” (six log, or ¾ of a 
gallon) of wine and so there were dedicated utensils to measure that precise quantity. 
The Tanna Kamma (the anonymous first opinion cited in the Mishnah) states that one 
of the measuring vessels kept in the Beit HaMikdash was a one-hin measure.
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Who’s Who
Eliezer Kaplan
(1891-1952)

Eliezer Kaplan was an Israeli politician 
and financial leader. He was born in 
Russia and made aliyah in 1920. 
Kaplan was quickly elected to the 
Zionist Executive Committee and in 
1925, after a stint in Berlin’s Histadrut 
office, to the Tel Aviv City Council. 
In 1935, Kaplan joined the board 
of the Jewish Agency and became 
its treasurer, a position he held until 
1948. Kaplan took part in all major 
financial enterprises of the Zionists in 
pre-state Eretz Yisrael of the time. 

Kaplan was one of the 37 signatories 
of Israel’s declaration of independence. 
With the establishment of the State, 
Kaplan was elected to the first Knesset 
and served as Minister of Finance under 
Prime Minister Ben Gurion. He was 
responsible for the government’s initial 
economic policies as it accommodated 
the wave of immigrants, including the 
period of rationing, known as tzena. 
Kaplan obtained Israel’s first loan from 
a U.S. bank and was very involved in 
Israel Bonds. 

Many places in Israel were named 
in his memory including the Kaplan 
Medical Center in Rechovot and Kaplan 
Streets in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.
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Daf 90: "ׁש ַעל ָהֶעְליֹוָנה  – "ַיד ֶהְקֵדּ
             “The Beit HaMikdash Treasury is at an Advantage”

The treasurers of hekdesh (consecrated property of the Beit HaMikdash) would 
establish agreements with the merchants and suppliers, in order to purchase the 
goods needed to satisfy the Temple’s sacrificial needs.

At harvest time, the treasurers would pay money to merchants in exchange for a 
commitment to supply hekdesh wines and fine flour throughout the year. 

The price of merchandise is neither constant, nor fixed. Yet, if a person made a deal 
and paid in advance, he would receive the merchandise he purchased regardless 
of whether the price went up or down after the deal was made. However, there is 
a special, more favorable, law regarding hekdesh.  Thus, if when a deal was made, 
the cost of 4 sacks of flour cost one sela (silver coin) and the price later went up 
and only 3 sacks were sold for one sela, a merchant who made the earlier deal was 
obligated to sell the flour to the Beit HaMikdash at the original price.  Conversely, 
if when the deal was made the price for 3 sacks of flour was one sela and the later 
on the going price went down to 4 sacks for one sela, the merchant was required 
to sell the flour to the Beit HaMikdash at the new, lower price. 

This halacha is called: “Yad 
hekdesh ahl ha’el’yo’nah” (the 
Temple treasury has the upper-
hand, or advantage).

Daf 91: ה ְוִהְמִליָטה ָשׁ הּוְקְדּ ה ֶשׁ ְבָשׁ  – ַהִכּ
              A Consecrated Sheep Gave Birth

Reuven designated a certain 
sheep as a Korban Shelamim 
(Peace Offering) to be offered at a 
later date.  In the interim, he left the 
sheep in the care of a shepherd.  
It would remain there until the 
festival, when he planned to go on 
a pilgrimage to the Beit HaMikdash 
and offer his korban. One day, the 
shepherd told Reuven the sheep 
he had designated as a Korban 
Shlamim had given birth to a lamb.

According to the halacha taught on this daf, the offspring of an animal previously 
designated as a korban also becomes consecrated at birth. Therefore, the lamb 
was also to be offered as a Korban Shelamim.

Finance Minister Eliezer Kaplan (1951).
Photo Source: Israel Government Press Office.
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

Just before Yitzchak was about 
to bless Esav with his important 
blessing, he makes a very strange 
request of his son — “Hunt some 
game for me and prepare delicacies 
for me, such as I like … so that my 
soul may bless you.”

It is not merely that Yitzchak wants 
a delicious meal before offering 
his blessing. He implies that being 
provided with the meal is a necessary 
precondition in order for him to be able 
to bless Esav. What does this mean?

Why were material “delicacies” 
so important for Yitzchak in relation 
to a spiritual blessing that comes 
from Above? In his sermon, the Ran 
(medieval Talmudist, Rabbi Nissim 
of Gerona) explains that in order for 
the Shechina (Divine Presence) to 
be revealed to a human being, and 
in order for an individual to merit 
inspired enlightenment from above, 
one needs to be in a thoroughly happy 
and satisfied state of mind. The meal 
that Yitzchak wanted was one of the 
means through which he reached a 
state of happiness, and it was from 
attaining a state of joy that he was 
worthy to be inspired by the Shechina 
and was able to bless his son.

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win an iPad mini!

1) The poet Zelda [Shaina Zelda Schneerson-Mishkovsky]; 2) The Lubavitcher Rebbe, who was her 
cousin; 3) The famous poem — “L’chol ish yesh shem’ (‘Every person has a name’); 4) The book 
“Ha’lo har, ha’lo eish” (Surely [it was] a mountain, Surely [it was] a fire) is a book of poems by Zelda, 
for which she received the Bialik Prize for Literature.

1) How is the mitzvah of “semicha” fulfilled?
2) What is the meaning of the expression “Yad hekdesh ahl ha’el’yo’nah?”
3) Who is the Rabbi Yossi most commonly mentioned in the Mishnah? Where 
   was he born and who was his Rav Muvhak?

Look closely at the 
illustration and answer 
the following questions: 

1. Who is the woman 
depicted in the 
illustration?

2. Who is the man in 
the painting on the 
wall and what is his 
connection to the 
woman?

3. What poem is the 
woman writing in 
the illustration?

4. What is the title of the 
book on the table?
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 Daf 92: ִמְצַות ְסִמיָכה – The Mitzvah of Semicha (Laying of the Hands)

An individual who offered certain types of sacrifices in the Temple was obligated to 
perfrom the ritual of “semicha,” which was done by placing one’s hands on the head 
of the offering and leaning on it with one’s full weight before the animal was ritually 
slaughtered. The word “semicha” comes from the word “somekh” (lean on, or rely 
upon). In the case of a Korban “Chatat” (Sin Offering), or Korban “Asham” (Guilt 
offering), or Korban “Olah” the person who brought the sacrifice was to confess to 
the prohibitions he violated while performing semicha.

ִיד  י ָצֽ ֖ ֥צּוָדה ִלּ
ים  ה ִלי ַמְטַעִמּ ַוֲעֵשׂ
י ...  ר ָאַהְבִתּ ֲאֶשׁ ַכּ
י ָבֶרְכָך ַנְפִשׁ ֲעבּור ְתּ ַבּ
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