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Seder Nezikin | Masechet Bava Metzia 11-17 | Shabbat Parashat Pekudei | 30 Adar 1 — 6 "Adar 1I (March 10-16)

kB paf 11: COURTYARD ACQUISITION LR RO
One day, Ronnie was strolling in his field when he noticed from afar two D'2N QYA PinN 'NAN1 NTYA 1N 70 TN oit
gorgeous parrots. Their colorful wings and pleasing voices persuaded Ronnie WNY DWIN 0%l NiMiyayn 0p'e)d .04ong!
to try to capture them so that they could adorn his living room at home. ina |i70 NX NX9Y T2 DNIX 05N7 N DX
While Ronnie walked towards the parrots, he thought to himself: “Actually, [NYY7 2UN XN DNRN W7 TYY 1NY T iR
I've already purchased these parrots through kinyan chatzer,” courtyard XNNY 0T “IXN 2772 DNIR M7 129 DYYY”
acquisition. Meaning: According to halakhah, items found within the A2INQ D'XYNIY D'¥OND NX D20 MW Ny

boundaries of a courtyard can be acquired by that courtyard’s owner.
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Then, before Ronnie could reach the parrots, a large hand was
extended and snatched them. Clearly, somebody else coveted
the parrots for himself. The two men sought out the Rabbi to
determine to whom the parrots belonged. The Rabbi told the
men to bring the parrots to him. When the Rabbi saw the birds,
he discerned that one of the parrots was already mature and
knew how to fly, while the second was still a fledgling and
could not yet fly.

The Rabbi said: Through kinyan chatzer Ronnie only acquired X XN (172 N7 10 200 MK

the parrot that could not yet fly. Since the second parrot knew YD NN D qIV7 VTI iKY R0
how to fly, Ronnie’s courtyard was in no way maintaining the nRIY AIX N 7Y XN iy VT
parrot for him. A courtyard only acquires an item for its owners if the D'¥Y9N 71 072920 MY M NN 772 17y 7
item is kept inside that courtyard. This does not include living creatures DN 792 iX D'Y9N K71 ,7¥NN N2 DINYIY
able to fly away or things that can leave the courtyard on their own. .DNXY NiNida DYn NXY71 v’ 0>y

Q) Daf 12: A CHILD DEPENDANT UPON HIS FATHER'STABLE 38 1170 73 pwoit 13 23 41 O

Yisrael had three children, twins named Chaim and Eliezer, and little Saul. O"N1 ATYIN DMINDD DT DY I 7Y
Chaim was already married and lived with his wife in their own apartment, 17¢Jn N2 MIANNI Y] N 129 DMNLYFD HNY
while Eliezer and Saul still dwelled in their parents’ home. DN DNIND DY NADD [TTY HRYITYIN 1N
One delightful spring day, the three sons went out together on a hike in the NiTya 07 XY DDA NYY TN "X DI
fields adjacent to their city. To their surprise, they encountered a large amount ¢ 9iM3 Niaxna 17N DN YN97 .07 0INeN
of paper money strewn across the path. They collected the cash and turned to JNINYYD NX 190X DN N NTINNY 902 NINYPY
the Rabbi to inquire what their responsibility was regarding this money. After 092N DV Nivwy? D7y NN 7ikg7 200 ) 091
the Rabbi heard the details of the incident, he ruled that, in principle, they {709 NIN M7AN '019 NIX YNY 1nNY N7 0T
were entitled to the money. However, only Chaim would be permitted to NiNVYA NX NNR'7 071> DY NPY [9XAY D)7
keep his share of the found money; Eliezer and Saul were required to 0020 NX in¥Y? NniZ 7id! 0N 71 72X ,0NYY7
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bring their portions to their father.

Why? Because Eliezer and Saul still lived with
their parents and ate at their father’s table.
Chazal decreed that a son who remains at, or is
dependent upon, his father’s table is required to
give his father whatever found items he discovers.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Metzia 13-14

K Daf 13: FROM THEIR ORAL TESTIMONY, AND NOT FROM 0an9 *an &7 oron 2 91
THEIR WRITTEN TESTIMONY

Witnesses have an important role to play when it comes to resolving NIYT H7'NA [1T7 0'K2 UKD YN T'79R W' 0 TY7

disputes between two parties. Their testimony can determine what N NN YIAY (M DDITY 19 Y LT ya Y 2

actually happened, and who is in the right in that particular instance.
The Talmud discusses whether witnesses must physically appear
in a beit din (court) to deliver their testimony or if they are able to
send their testimony to the beit din in writing.
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The Talmud articulates a key principle: “Mi'pi‘hem velo
mi'pi ketavam” (from their mouths, and not from their
writings), meaning the testimony must be heard directly
from the witnesses themselves, and it is insufficient for
them to send it in writing. Even so, the Talmud issues
the novel ruling that a witness's signature on a written
document, when properly executed according to law,
is accepted by the beit din as fully valid testimony,
and there is no need for those witnesses to appear in
person before the beit din.
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K Daf 14: CANCELLATION OF A BUSINESS DEAL pPoY '7’!(93 T 918
Avigdor the farmer sought to purchase a field. One year, Avigdor found NYN DIYD NDXA D077 NTY U9'N 'N7700 1Ty
a suitable, high-quality field and he entered into negotiations with the DV (AN XYN? 0121 KNI NUYNT 4N NTY 1IMaX
seller. They agreed on the details of the sale between them, that is, the 902 N2 :N7NIN 'V NX DN 1N2'0 DN 12NN
amount of money Avigdor would pay, when exactly the field would be Y inpTnY? nTwn Ny T2 MR D7 JimaN
transferred over to Avigdor’s possession, and so on. INDI NI TiVI ITIAK

A few days later, Avigdor heard a number of worrisome rumors
about the seller. Some said the field did not even belong to the seller;
others said the seller was a con man who deceived good people.
Immediately, Avigdor decided to run away from the deal, as one
would flee from fire. He sought out the seller and informed him:
“Pm sorry, but | must cancel the deal.” “No, you may not,”

the seller told him. “You may not reverse yourself!”
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Avigdor was not alarmed and answered the seller as follows: “In Yi>' N7 ARK~ IR0 7 MmN 7 N
Masechet Bava Metzia, daf 14, it is written that if | had taken some action 1”32 \TNY
regarding the field, only then would | be unable to reverse my decision

- even if | had not yet paid you for that field. For example, if | were to T QT ,XU'YN X212 NDON2 Y7 2wl 7001 87 1imnax
repair the boundary markers of the field, then | would no longer be able MmUY N7 ,NTW2 AYYN AWV MU DX 7Y N
to change my mind, since that would be considered an act of acquisition. DX ,7¢nY7 3% N N7 TivY 179% 2 TnY Yid
However, as long as | have taken no action regarding the field, | am ATNY 22! MU N7 129 ,NTWD Nitaa DN (g Mt
entitled to reverse my decision.” nwY1 N7 NTY AT 72 AN 107 nwyn K AT 2
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K} Daf 15: SALE OF A STOLEN FIELD

Tny 1 nran o 91

The following advertisement was published
in a respectable newspaper: “For Sale: A
high-quality field in an excellent area.”
Bezalel saw this advertisement and decided
to invest. He acquired the field, cleaned it,
and set up fences with tall gates around it.
Then, he placed an ad: “For Sale: A high-
quality field in an excellent area.” He hoped
to sell the field for a price considerably
higher than what he had paid.

To Bezalel's great surprise, an older man

came and said to him: “Sir, the field which you are attempting
to sell belongs to me. The man who sold this field to you is
a bad person; he stole it from me.” Bezalel inquired about the
theft and, indeed, it was true.

The halakhah stipulates that, in this case, Bezalel is required
to turn over the field to the true owner. In parallel, he must
settle his account with the field’s true owner, and with the
con man, to recover the money he invested in the field.

K2 Daf 16: A COURT LIEN FOR SEIZURE OF ASSETS
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Bezalel, about whom we read in the previous daf, vacated the
field immediately, and turned it over to its true owner. He then
went to the Beit Din in order to sue for repayment of the money
he had paid the con man.

What do we do if the con man refuses to pay back the
money? In a case like this, Bezalel’s rights to the field are
not waived. Rather, he must wait 90 days. After that time has
elapsed, the Beit Din writes Bezalel a “Shtar Adrachta” (a
court lien). In the court lien, it is written that Bezalel may
seize any property belonging to the con man and collect
from that what he is owed. “Adrachta” comes from the terms
“pursuit” and “acquisition.” Here, Bezalel pursues and acquires
assets belonging to the con man.

When Bezalel successfully locates property held by the con
man, he is not permitted to sell it immediately. Rather, he

is to inform the Beit Din of his finding; the Beit Din then
announces that anyone interested in purchasing the land
should come to acquire it. The individual who bids the
highest price acquires the land. Bezalel is paid from the
proceeds received from the sale.
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Metzia 17

K2 Daf 17: DO NOT BELIEVE A LIAR

In this section, it is taught that someone who lies one time is never
believed again. If Reuven lent money to Shimon without receiving from
Shimon a promissory note, and Shimon later claims he repaid the loan to
Reuven, we believe Shimon.

However, if the Beit Din tells Shimon: “Go repay
your debt to him” and afterwards Shimon claims
he repaid that debt but withesses then testify
that Shimon is lying and did not repay it, from
then on Shimon’s word that his debt had been
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repaid is considered unreliable, unless and
until Shimon brings his own
witnesses to testify that his
debt has been repaid. Only then
could his word be believed.
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Parashat Pekudei concludes the extensive discussion of the
construction of the Mishkan (Tabernacle), which occupies nearly half of
Sefer Shemot (Book of Exodus). Throughout these pesukim (verses), the
Torah repeatedly describes the preparation, construction, and service
in the Mishkan, in detail. Conversely, looking back at the beginning of
Sefer Bereshit (Book of Genesis), the Torah summarizes the creation
and design of the world by God in just two perakim (chapters) and a
few dozen pesukim. Why does the Torah include such exhaustive
treatment of the construction of the Mishkan, while the creation of
the world and its design are described so tersely? The work of Ha-
Kadosh Baruch Hu, who is omnipotent and capable of creating a world,
did not require lengthy description, as it deals with something logical
and clear. However, the work that we, as human beings, are capable of
doing to build a house for Hashem to dwell in, here on earth, needed to
be described at great length, as it represents a significant innovation by
Judaism - “And I will dwell among them.”

N33 ANWA jHOYN NX NANIN TRY NYIY
YN NNy wnnn 'xn YR 70y A Ynn
NIN7N 72 NX MR NIXNI NNTH D09 NiNN
nny7 TR YN ATaval N0 0000
JIYUNRA Unn N7nnY ink7 021 ox NNT
Y D7V N DKM NN NRY DK
D719 Y2 IXD7 MIRD NP9RON ATapn
NYSTER W .0'R7I09 7Y NITTIA Nty
,12UNN N2 VXN NYITA 27D NIDMIX MIRD
NT2WN NX ?INXM2M D7IY) N2 VRN A
N7 - 0%y X117 7aon - 7D 72 MO Aoy
T2 12T PY NN NNIXD IRD7 7Y N
DTX 122 NIXY DTN DX DR N i)
YIX3 X2 2 PY K1Y D=7 N3 NiDQT D730n
WITN2 12T 2Y,N20 MDD WNDN7 ¥ NI -

"D2IN2A "MYI” - TN NYTN ANIR 7iM)

_/

FOUNDER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: MEIR JAKOBSOHN
EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR & EDITOR: RABBI AVI RATH
BOARD CHAIRMAN: HAIM FREILICMAN, C.P.A.
"HXw? Tnbn

TALMUD ISRAELI—DAF YOMI FOR US
112 W. 34TH ST, 18TH FL * NY, NY 10120
SPONSORED BY:

MEDISN

GAL NAOR: cHAIR, DAF YOMI FOR US
YAEL SCHULMAN: piRr, DAF YOMI FOR US

www.talmudisraeli.org « yael@talmudisraeli.co.il

TEL. 914/413-3128




