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This leaming is dedicated to the success of IDF soldiers, the healing of the injured, and the safe return of all our brothers and sisters to their homes.

Our brethren, from among the entire Jewish People
who are in distress and captivity,

whether they be on the sea or dry land,

May God have mercy on them,
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and bring them from distress to comfort,
and from darkness to light,
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. Daf 40: INQUIRIES AND EXAMINATIONS

The first Mishnah in the fifth chapter of Sanhedrin deals with the examination of
witnesses. In a court case, the Beit Din asks witnesses to state which day and
hour the event in question took place and other questions of the same type —
these questions are known as chakirot (inquiries).

The Beit Din also asks witnesses another type of questions, called bedikot
(examinations). If they testify that Ploni (so-and-so) killed Ploni, the Beit Din will ask
what weapon was used to carry out the murder. Was it a sword, spear, or stone?
The court then asks further detailed questions of this sort. There is an important
difference between investigations and examinations: If a witness states they
“do not recall” regarding a question during an investigation — that witness’
testimony becomes invalid. In contrast, in an examination, if a witness
responds they do not remember the answer to a question, the rest of
their testimony stands. [However, if the statements of two witnesses
conflict, neither of their testimonies is accepted.] For example, if
one witness states: “The murder weapon was a knife” and the
other witness contends the murder was carried out with “a pair of
scissors”, then their testimonies are deemed invalid.

K} Daf 41: EXAMINATION OF THE WITNESSES

now, swiftly, and soon.
And let us say: Amen.
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We learned there is a difference between investigations and examinations, i.e., one
eid (witness) states: “l do not recall” during questioning, their testimony becomes
batel (invalid). However, if an eid asserts they do not
recall in answer to a question in an examination, the
testimony is not disqualified.

Why is this the case? Inquiries are required in
order to know what time an incident took place.
It is important to know what time an incident took
place, because if the testimony is false, the eidim
(witnesses) can be charged with conspiracy to
commit perjury.
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 42-43

K Daf 42: BLESSING THE MOON

Starting mid-month, the moon seems to get smaller and smaller until it
disappears from sight at the month’s end. At the beginning of each month, the
moon reappears and we recite a special bracha called “Birkat HalLevana”
(Blessing for the moon). Birkat HaLevana should be recited no later than
the middle of the month, as at that point, our view of the moon reaches its
fullest. The Sages of Nehardea taught that once the moon is no longer new,
the bracha is not to be recited.

Rashi explains portions of Birkat Halevana as
follows: We praise the heavenly forces and we say:
“Appointed times and roles were given to the heavenly
bodies by God, so they do not alter their appointed
tasks.” God set a unique path for each star, through
which it routinely moved. God told the moon it would
be renewed every month “as a crown of beauty for
amusei beten.” The phrase “amusei beten” (those
born from the womb) is a nickname for Am Yisrael.
The perpetual renewal of the moon is intended to be
a sign of glory for Am Yisrael. Just as the moon is
rejuvenated after its decline, similarly, Am Yisrael will
be rejuvenated at the hour of its redemption from the
diaspora. Then, Am Yisrael will have the privilege of
“praising its Maker.”

K Daf 43: CONFESSION
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Saying Vidui (confession) combined with chazara
b’teshuva (repenting for prior bad deeds) constitutes a
mitzvat aseh (positive commandment). In Sefer HaChinuch
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(a discussion and commentary on the 613 mitzvot published
in 13th century Spain) it is written: “Regarding the Vidui — the
person repenting states: ‘Please God, | have sinned, | was at
fault, | did such-and-such wrong, | ask forgiveness for my sin.’
The confessional should be prolonged to the extent one’s
eloquence allows.”

The reason for the mitzvah of Vidui is that by verbally
acknowledging the misdeed, the true beliefs of the sinner are
revealed. Since all deeds are revealed and known to God, one
cannot pretend that His all-seeing eye does not see. In addition,
taking note of a particular sin and consoling one’s self over having
committed it generally causes a person to be more cautious.
This can help prevent temptation from causing future sin.
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The ideal time for fulfilling the mitzvah of Vidui is Yom Kippur
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and failure to confess wrongdoing on Yom Kippur violates a
mitzvat aseh.
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 44-45

K} Daf 44: ANGEL IN THE NIGHT
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When B’nai Yisrael entered Eretz Yisrael and fought the peoples residing
in the land, their first siege was of the city of Jericho. As they blockaded
Jericho, Yehoshua saw an angel brandishing an unsheathed sword.
The angel said he was a minister of God’s army. The angel admonished
Yehoshua for committing two sins — first, toward evening, he continued
to lay siege to the city of Jericho, unnecessarily, and as a result, the nation
did not offer the daily evening sacrifice. Second, now that it was night and
there was no fighting, he remained idle and, without
any excuse, did not study Torah.

Yehoshua asked the angel — which sin is more
severe? The angel replied: the sin of wasting time
that could be spent on studying Torah is a greater
sin. Yehoshua immediately showed remorse, and
from that point on, he and his forces did not
occupy themselves with the siege of Jericho at
night. Rather, they would engage in the study
of Torah. Through this anecdote, the Talmud
teaches that the mitzvah of Talmud Torah is
of even greater significance than the offering
of the korban tamid (the twice-daily sacrifice).

K3 Daf 45: AN 0X WHO FELL INTO A DITCH
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One of the primary categories of damages is “Bor” (a ditch) —which
refers to a person who digs a ditch in the public space and thereby
causes damage. For example, if a neighbor’s ox or donkey was
innocently walking in the public area, falls into a ditch and dies, the
person who dug the ditch is responsible to repay the animal’s owner
for the damage caused.
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In Masechet Bava Kamma, we learn that a

LESS THAN 10 TEFACHIM — CAN'T KILL
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person who digs a ditch in the public area is only
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responsible for payment of damages if that ditch
is sufficiently deep that it would likely cause the
death of an animal that fell into it. However, if the
ditch is not so deep, the person who dug it is not N
liable for the death of an animal that falls into it, :

since such a ditch is only likely to cause injury, s,
but not death. What depth is required for a ditch | = "’.‘-'"
to be considered deep enough to “likely cause 3

death”? On this daf, the depth stipulated is 10

tefachim (approximately 38.6 inches).
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Seder Nezikin | Sanhedrin 46
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K Daf 46: SHEVOR MALKA

Over 1,700 years ago, a gentile king named “Shevor Malka” (Shapur |) ruled over Persia.
Shevor was the most talented son of Ardeshir. During Ardeshir’s lifetime, he appointed
Shevor to succeed him as king. Shevor was famous for his success in battle, including
several battles in which he brought about the defeat of the Roman armies.

Once, King Shevor captured the Roman emperor. Amazingly, King Shevor learned
Torah and was very knowledgeable regarding halacha. King Shevor was a friend of
the Amora Shmuel and Shevor’s name is mentioned in the Talmud many times. Once,
King Shevor asked Rav Hama for a Torah source mandating burial of human remains —
as there is no explicit mitzvah in the Torah to do so. Rav Hama

neglected to answer him. Rav Acha Bar Ya'akov was

shocked that Rav Hama remained silent and did not . TN 7

burial is a Torah mitzvah. b |

respond, as it is possible to cite evidence to prove that ’é“ 1
-8
4

The Talmud mentions several examples of Biblical
tzaddikim who died and were buried. Avraham buried .
Sarah in Me’arat Hamachpelah; Yitzchak and Yishmael _
buried Avraham there as well. God Himself buried Moshe

Rabbeinu.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT BO
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In Parashat Bo, we learn that when a person commits to doing
something, it is considered as though they have already done it, even
if it has not yet been carried out in practice. Moshe commanded
B’nei Yisrael on the first of Nissan to take a lamb in ten days’
time to offer as the Passover sacrifice. Immediately after this
commandment, the Torah states: “B’nei Yisrael went and did as
God had commanded.” The Midrash is puzzled as to why it is written
that the B’nei Yisrael acted as such, if the command was to take the
lamb only on the 10th of Nissan, a date which had not yet arrived?
The answer given is that since B’nei Yisrael had already willingly and
thoughtfully accepted upon themselves to take and perform the act,
the Scripture reckons it as if they had already done so. The power of
thought is great and effective even before the actions are carried out
and come to fruition.

7V 72pn DX WKY DTN7 DX KA Y192
122 XIN 17X 021D QWD) - 1NN NivY'Y? inyy
nYn N K7 'Y RIN 720928 179X ,iNiR nwy
INP'Y |00 UTh UK 7KW 12 ' nixn
277 NX 12N AN AP DR Yy Tiva
D17 :DNIRD NNIR AT HHIY INXYT TN .NO0D]
N7 ¥0TAD D DIY UKD T 1wy
'HYD DN |2 WY XY 1AW AR21 VTN N
7722 |'TYY 1972 -2 71 WD NN NNz7
N2Y 1'9RY IR QYN NN 2 7Y 2pan N7
DNAYNNL DX DAYV 7V 1727 12) 77X

T T s T

122 17X 21N20 DY N7Yn - NivY7 NNi7Y

——————

NYyn "7 0'wand oMt

FOUNDER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: MEIR JAKOBSOHN | TALMUD ISRAELI—DAF YOMI FOR US
EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR & EDITOR: RABBI AVI RATH 112 W. 34TH ST, 18TH FL * NY, NY 10120
BOARD CHAIRMAN: HAIM FREILICMAN, C.P.A. SPONSORED BY:

HxAwr Tnbn MEDISON

GAL NAOR: cHAIR, DAF YOMI FOR US
YAEL SCHULMAN: piRr, DAF YOMI FOR US

www.talmudisraeli.org « yael@talmudisraeli.co.il

TEL. 914/413-3128




