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&3 Daf 88: RABBINIC DECREES REGARDING LOANS

Seder Nashim | Masechet Ketubot Parashat
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A person who lends money to a Jew in need fulfills a positive Torah
mitzvah. On the other hand, a Jew with the means to give a loan to a fellow
in need and does not do so violates a Torah prohibition. The Torah even calls
such a person, “an ungodly man.” Chazal enacted various
regulations to benefit lenders, so that wealthy people would
not be afraid to lend money, lest their money not be returned.

Dayanim mumchim (expert Judges): To deliberate over dinei
mamonot (monetary laws), there must be three expert judges
seated on the beit din (court). However, the chachamim made a
leniency, allowing a Torah-based judgment on money matters
to be discussed even before three people who are not experts.

Refrain from taking of bad lands: Another regulation
the chachamim enacted relates to debt collection. Based on Torah law, a
borrower is entitled to repay a loan by giving the lender bad, inferior land.
However, the Chachamim decreed that a borrower must repay a debt with
mediocre, middling land as payment to the lender, and the borrower may
not give him bad, inferior land. All these enactments were made so that “a
door shall not be locked in front of borrowers” so that a situation would
not arise in which people stop lending money, and the borrowers find
themselves in front of locked doors.

K Daf 89: “I DON'T WANT A SHOVAR”
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A shovar is a document that a lender gives to a borrower when the
borrower has paid off his or her debt. When should a shovar be issued?
If Reuven has a shtar chov (promissory note) signed by witnesses, in
which it is written that Shimon owes him 100 shekels, Shimon must pay

those 100 shekels.

One day, Shimon approached Reuben and said to him: “I
currently have only 50 shekels to repay you, and with God’s
help, | will soon repay you the remaining 50 shekels.” Reuven
agreed, and said to Shimon, “I will write you a shovar for the
first 50 shekels you repaid me. | do want to return the shtar chov
to you since you still owe me the additional 50 shekels. You will
have a shovar instead to prove that you have already repaid me
50 shekels.”
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C) Daf 90: SON OF NANAS
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Ben Nanas was one of Rabbi Akiva’s friends. Many times, Ben Nanas
agreed with Rabbi Akiva’s halakhic rulings, and sometimes Ben Nanas
disagreed with him. Ben Nanas was so proficient in dinei mamonot
(financial law) that Rabbi Yishmael said of him that anyone who wished
to engage in dinei mamonot should go and serve as a disciple to Ben
Nanas and thereby proficiently learn dinei mamonot.

The first name of Ben Nanas was “Shimon”, but he was
called “Ben Nanas” after his father, i.e., the son of Nanas.
Ben Nanas had two other friends named Shimon, who studied
with him among the chachamim of their generation, and who were
also referred to by the names of their fathers: “Ben Azzai” and
“Ben Zoma.”

When the Talmud, in Masechet Sanhedrin, wants to mention
all three of them, it says: “Shimon, Shimon, and Shimon”
Shimon Ben Nanas, Shimon Ben Azzai, and Shimon Ben Zoma — as,
in most places in the Talmud, these chachamim are not called by their
given names, but rather, solely by the names of their fathers.

K2 Daf 91: RESPONSIBILITY OF ORPHANS
TO REPAY THE DEBT OF THEIR FATHER
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Reuven was a poor man who worked hard for his livelihood and did not
always manage to earn enough money to support his family. Sometimes
Reuven found it necessary to borrow money from people. Eventually,
Reuven died, and some of the lenders came to his children’s house
and asked them to repay the loans. The children said: “We did not
borrow the money, so you cannot sue us in a Torah lawsuit. Also, our
father did not leave behind any mortgaged lands from which debts can
be collected. But let’s figure out what we need to do.”

The children turned to the rabbi, who made
it clear to them that indeed, regarding dinei
mamonot (financial law), they do not owe a
thing. However, if the father left them money,
it is a mitzvah for orphans over the age of bar
mitzvah to repay the debts their father left
behind. For if they did not repay their father’s
debt, the name of their father would be despised
— since everyone would say that he borrowed
money which he never returned. The children
are therefore commanded to repay the debts, to
preserve their father’s honor.
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When a person borrows money from their friend, their assets DNITDD YAV D'TAVRYN 1'00] ,iNaNN 902 Al DTN
are mortgaged as collateral for the loan. Meaning, that if the DX N7 NI7AR 2id! ,ANIZAN DX V1D IR NN DX 07D
borrower does not repay the loan, the lender may collect one of 1210 NYYY W' 7Y DR 2IND NN ALi7A 7Y 110N TNX
the borrower’s assets in exchange for the debt. If the borrower 'K NV Vil NI Yy nnavn yving niving
has three types of land: premium land, mediocre land, and 1277 72¥ 1TA7 N9 T2 NI YzEn DX NNz NI7An
poor land, that lender is permitted to take the mediocre land NID NIVINA NiVZIR 71 Ni37 'RYY N0 N7R0 DX D ,0mN
as repayment. On daf 88, we learned that this is what the 2N NizaY nx 87
chachamim decreed because if a lender was only permitted

to collect debt repayment from the inferior property, the lender nNAYNN YEn NX N2 AI70Y DMRN NEn &7 v
would no longer be inclined to lend. DX NAY 1UYN '7"ID 12,]iyRY A0 MK ['va NDENA 2N

Vi Ut yn inan7y nx!

And why didn’t the chachamim decree that the lender could
collect debt repayment from the most premium property? In
Masechet Gittin, Rabbi Shimon says that the chachamim feared
a person might notice that a poor friend possesses premium
property, and intentionally persuade the friend to take a loan
from him, with the thought that ultimately the poor person
would have no way to repay the loan and, therefore, the lender
would collect the premium land. Therefore, the chachamim
said that a lender would collect repayment from mediocre
land, but not from premium land.

K3 Daf 93: HOW DOES ONE ACQUIRE A FIELD?
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To acquire an object, a house, or livestock, a buyer needs 17 nyyn niwy? 31¥ ,0"N W1 iN N2 LY9N NidgY? T
to perform an act of kinyan (acquisition), and by so doing, MIED 7Y IN1YI7 2ind 7¢ in1gan "Iy X032 T
the object passes from the possession of the seller to the n'wn - “RWN” TV Ning? Ygor ,7wnY 70%un
possession of the buyer. With metaltelin (movable items), MI9QI1 DT ,Y2ND NN - “NNAAN” IX,YONN
for example, it is possible to acquire them by “meshicha”

(pulling), i.e., pulling the object, or “hagba’ha” (raising), i.e., AYOKX 'Kl ANIX JWNT7 TYOX 'K D 2V DI TXD
lifting the object, or by other means. NIV Mign DXY  TIM7NN MR D 7 .ARIK 0N0Y

NiN 722 ,WTNA D'7Y20 MDY D'XIAY D'YYN Vi

How is land acquired? After all, it is impossible to pull it, and it
is impossible to lift it. The Talmud says that if the buyer performs
an action to the land that shows the buyer to be the new
owner, by doing so, the buyer acquires the land. For example,
when a buyer builds fences for the field, the buyer acquires
the land — because who builds a fence? Only the landowner. A
person does not just decide to construct a fence for a field that
does not belong to them. If the seller of an apartment hands the
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buyer the key to the apartment, and the buyer locks the door N D 7Y nnonn NN
with the key, the buyer acquires the apartment because locking = v nx  wia v gl
the door with its key is a sign of ownership of the apartment. NID 22 ,NA9N2 n'rn

This type of kinyan is called “chazakah” (de-facto right of N22n N7 977 0T 2y N7wa 7Y 0o AT 2 ANIN MR
ownership), because the buyer “holds, possesses the land.” SV PTONT Mipn 2,7 npTn”
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Once, there was a wealthy Jew who died, and after his death, two D'WIN Y V' INT'09 INK 1093 1YY TR Dy
people came and claimed that the money of the deceased belongs VIt DNIR 17XYYD .07 1Y 10910 7Y 9020Y 1yl
to them. When they were asked why they thought so, each one of N NI I7VYW 0 RYID DN TR 72,72 DN DD
them took out a note that read: “I, Ploni (so-and-so) grant all of my 20910 N7 WY P'TNAY N7 '02) 72 NX N3N 1i79 X"
possessions to the person who holds this shtar (document). The i902 72 NX M XA DR TR ‘72U ,NINYY 1Y N
deceased wrote two shtarot, and in each of them, ‘ D'72R0NnY TIN7N1 777N 17 DN ?D'WIY N .ANK DTXY
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he gave all his money to another man.
What is to be done? In the Talmud, Chazal
teach us to look at the date on each shtar,
and whoever has the shtar written on the
earlier date merits the money, because it
was received first.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT HA'AZINU

The name “Kindergarten,” given to early childhood educational ,110 7732 71A00 NiToinYG 1naw "0 147 owan
institutions, expresses an educational principle that says that just 112N 'N2P00W DWW RiND 2130 11y Rvan
as the farmer does not shape the seed according to his wishes, but 0'NIN 17 2RI RPN 11i¥7 "92 vITn DN axyn
creates optimal conditions for its growth and protects it from pests, 12 ,0727T0 1390 1"7Y 1AM INNTRYY 0YRTWaiN
in the same way, the educator does not need to shape and change W INPWIN DR NIIW'2 XYY 771¥ N7 13000 DA
the child’s personality, but rather provides the optimal conditions for 7737 D1YNVAIND DININD NN N7 NN RIN 1710
the child to grow and fulfill that child’s potential. According to this 172007 103 N1 "9 7Y .N21120 in1WR DR KW
analogy, it is possible to explain why in Parashat Ha’azinu, the Torah is DIwn -vYRY? 1INW191 NYind Awnl yiTn
likened to “matar.” Rain, like the gardener, does not come to change D'NININ NN NIAWY N2 N7 L1330 N2, 0Winw
the attributes of the plants he irrigates, but rather, to give them the NN D7 NNY NN NPWN NN DNDIR 0'NRyn YW
fluids they need to flourish and grow, as is right for them. And this 192 NNYY1 0197 T2 072'IY DN DNIR D910
is also how the Torah works, as it enters the heart of each person; i2%% ND121 TWN N1iRD NYYyia D4 721.0)7 11220
it magnifies and nurtures that individual’s special personality, as is iNTWIN NN ANTAYNT NYTAN TR TNR 92 YW
proper and fitting for that person. .17 1IN1 11230 92 ,NTNTND
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