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מאי טעמא?
ספרי

חיים/מתים 

Translation

Explanation
God posed a question to the angels: Why is 
Hallel (which is recited on nearly all holidays) 
not recited on Rosh Hashanah? To which God 
replied: “Could it be that the king is sitting in 
judgment, with the Books of Life and Death 
open before Him, and Israel is busy singing 
songs of praise!” In other words, Hallel is not 
fitting for such a deeply serious period.

From the talmud 
Seder Moed

MaSechet  roSh haShanah daf 
32b

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת ראש השנה, דף ל׳׳ב:

הלל, מאי טעמא?  ליכא  “בראש השנה   
אפשר מלך יושב על כסא דין 

וספרי חיים וספרי מתים פתוחין לפניו – 
וישראל אומרים שירה”

Daf  Yomi For  US

Weekly Kit 256

       Daf 30: ִתיַבת ֵסֶפר ּתֹוָרה  The Mitzvah of Writing a Torah  – ִמְצַות ְכּ

Writing a Sefer Torah is regarded as a 
Mitzvat Aseh d’Oraita (positive Torah 
commandment). “And now, write down 
this ‘Shira’ (song, poem) for yourself.” The 
pasuk (verse) refers to the Torah, which is 
also known as “Shira.” The commandment 

to write a Sefer Torah is the final, and 613th, mitzvah recorded in the Torah. According 
to the Talmud, one who writes a Sefer Torah himself, is credited as though he had 
received it directly at Mount Sinai. Not everyone is capable of functioning as a sofer 
(scribe). It is possible, therefore, to fulfill this mitzvah by paying a trained sofer to 
write a Torah scroll on one’s behalf. Another aspect of this mitzvah, is to purchase a 
library of Torah books, including works on Mishnah, Gemara, and Halacha.   

... Mai Ta'ahma? ...  What is the reason

... Sifri .......................  Books of

... Chayim/Mei'tim ...  Life/Death

Talmud Israeli
DAF YOMI FOR US

TALMUD ISRAELI is an innovative 
educational curriculum developed in 
Israel. After its introduction in 2002, 
the program quickly gained the 
endorsement of Israel’s Ministry of 
Education. TALMUD ISRAELI  combines 
the study of Talmud with Torah and 
modern Jewish history. We provide 
learners with the tools needed to 
strengthen Jewish identity as well 
as connections to Israel and Jewish 
communities around the world. 
TALMUD ISRAELI brings the teachings 
of our sages to LEARNERS OF ALL AGES.

If you would like your school or 
synagogue to receive our weekly 
printed publication FREE-OF-CHARGE, 
please contact Yael @ 914.413.3128
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Jewish History Timeline from B'riyat HaOlam 
to Israel's 70th Birthday (see pgs. 6-7)

Talmud Israeli
strengthens Jewish identity and showcases 

Israel’s unique influences on the world 
through the insightful teachings of the Talmud

[SEE PAGE 8 TO LEARN MORE
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 This Week in 
Modern Jewish 
History

Daf 32: בֹוד ֵסֶפר ַהּתֹוָרה Honor of a Sefer Torah – ְכּ

Rav Chelbo once saw Rav Huna about to sit down 
on a bed upon which a Sefer Torah was resting. But 
first, Rav Huna took the Sefer Torah and set it down in 
another location, since in his opinion it is prohibited to 
sit on a bed where a Sefer Torah is located — out of 
respect for the honor of the Sefer Torah. On account of 
the sanctity of a Torah scroll, “Magen Avraham” wrote 
that it was customary for a person who dropped a Sefer 
Torah to fast, even if the fallen Sefer Torah was covered 
or wrapped in a meh’eel (mantle).  The fast is a means 
of securing atonement and also a symbolic indicator of 
the seriousness with which we must treat Torah scrolls. 

Daf 33: "ה, ְולֹא ִמן ֶהָעׂשּוי ֲעֶשׂ   Make It; Do Not“  – "ַתּ
                Merely Take From What Already Exists”
                

The mitzvah of mezuzah may be fulfilled only by affixing 
the mezuzah to a fully constructed entranceway that is 
already subject to the requirement.  What if the owner of a 
house took a mezuzah and affixed it to a brick, then later, 
while he was building the entranceway to his home, placed 
that adorned brick in its proper place? In this instance, the 
mezuzah is actually invalid. This halacha is called: “Ta’aseh, 
velo min ha’asu’i” (Make it, and do not merely take from 
what already exists).  The mitzvah must be actively fulfilled.  
It is not good enough that a pre-adorned brick featuring a 
mezuzah ended up in the right spot. 

LAUNCH OF DAF YOMI (1923)

On the first day of the month of Tishrei, 
the first day of Rosh Hashanah, in 1923, 
the worldwide Daf Yomi cycle began with 
thousands of Jewish people around the 
world learning Masechet Berachot. 

When the First World Congress of the World 
Agudath Israel took place in Vienna a month 
earlier, Rabbi Meir Shapiro, who became the 
rosh yeshiva of Yeshivas Chochmei Lublin 
in Poland announced his innovative idea to 
initiate a new type of learning. Shapiro viewed 
learning the same daf of Talmud by Jewish 
people around the world as a way of uniting 
Am Yisrael, while at the same time, growing 
the number of tractates studied. 

There are 2,711 pages in the Babylonian 
Talmud and it takes about seven years and 
five months to complete the entire cycle 
before commemorating with a Siyyum 
Ha’Shas — the celebratory conclusion of 
Talmud study. Talmud Israeli – Daf Yomi for 
US is honored and delighted to continue 
Rabbi Shapiro’s legacy and engage learners 
of all ages in the study of Talmud.

Rabbi Meir Shapiro
 1887-1933

Seder Kodashim | Menachot 31-32-33
בס"ד

 Daf 31: ִתיַבת ְמזּוָזה The Writing of a Mezuzah – ְכּ

The Torah states: “And you shall inscribe them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates.” The Torah here commands 

us to write down a section of Biblical text and to affix the 
small scroll at the entrance of our house and on the gates.  

The mezuzah is to be written on one klaf (parchment) 
and not on two k’lafim. If the text of the mezuzah were 
to be written on two pieces of klaf and sewn together 

that mezuzah would be p’sulah (invalid). While there is 
no requirement for every line of text to be the same length, if a 
mezuzah were written in a way that the length of the lines forms 

a pyramid, or an inverted pyramid, that mezuzah would be p’sulah.



 

 

בס"ד
Seder Kodashim | Menachot 34-35
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Made in Israel 

Kol Shofar
Founded by: Shimon Keinan, 1998

Kol Shofar, located in Givaat Yoav in the 
Golan Heights, prides itself on being 
‘the most modern and advanced shofar 
factory in the world’. Shimon Keinan was 
born with a passion for shofars. While he 
didn’t have enough money to buy one 
as a child, he built his own shofar out of 
funnel and tubing. When he got older, 
Keinan worked as a welder and saved 
enough money to buy a shofar. 

Years later, after being introduced 
to an elderly shofar-maker, Keinan was 
finally able to turn his passion into a 
money-making venture. He learned 
how to make shofars and subsequently 
turned his turkey farm in Givaat Yoav 
into a shofar factory. 

Kol Shofar is one of only two shofar 
factories in Israel. The company sells 
over 7,000 shofars a year – half to Israeli 
buyers and the other half to people around 
the world. Every couple of years, Keinan 
travels to Africa to buy horns. Keinan’s son, 
Hanan, has joined the family business and 
as a result, the business has expanded 
and become a genuine tourist destination.

Thank you Israeli artisans for 
giving more people the opportunity to 
participate in the mitzvah of shofar! 

Daf 35: ם נּו ַתּ ל ַרֵבּ ין ֶשׁ "י ּוְתִפיִלּ ל ַרִשׁ ין ֶשׁ ִפיִלּ  – ְתּ
  Tefillin of Rashi and Tefillin of Rabbeinu Tam

“Tefillin Shel Rashi” and “Tefillin Shel Rabbeinu Tam” 
— what is the difference between them? 

The Tefillin Shel Rosh contains four 
separate parshiyot: 

a) “Kadesh li kol bechor” 
(Sanctify to Me all the 
firstborn…) EXODUS 13:1-10; 

b) V’haya ki yeve’acha (And it will be when [HaShem] brings 
you [into the Land…]) EXODUS 13:11-17;

c) Shema Yisrael (Hear O Israel…) DEUTERONOMY 6:4-9; 
d) V’haya im shemo’ah (And it shall come to pass, if you heed…) 

DEUTERONOMY 11:13-22.

In which order are these parshiyot to be inserted into the Tefillin?

The Rashi method: The parshiyot are to be inserted from right-to-
left, in the following order: a) Kadesh li; b) V’haya ki yeve’acha; c) 
Shema Yisrael; and d) V’haya im shemo’ah.

The Rabbeinu Tam method: The parshiyot are to be inserted 
from right-to-left, in the following order a) Kadesh li; b) V’haya ki 
yeve’acha; c) V’haya im shemo’ah; and d) Shema Yisrael.

Thus, the debate between these two organizing principles for 
parshiyot in the Tefillin Shel Rosh is only over the order of the 
placement of the last two parshiyot. 

Some pious Jews have the practice of putting on both Rashi-
style Tefillin and Rabbenu Tam-style Tefillin every morning.

Shimon Keinan with on of his 
hand crafter shofarot. Photo 

Source: kolshofar.co.il

RASHI:
1. קדש לי

2. והיה כי יביאך
3. שמע ישראל

4. והיה אם שמוע

RABBEINU TAM:
1.  קדש לי

2. והיה כי יביאך
3. והיה אם שמוע

4. שמע ישראל

Daf 34: ל ֹראׁש ין ֶשׁ ִפיִלּ  Tefillin for the Head – ְתּ

Regarding Tefillin Shel Rosh (Head Tefillin), the Talmud says: “They are 
to be written on four separate skins and placed into four individual 
compartments, together inside one single piece of leather.”

To explain in greater detail: Inside the Tefillin there are four (ד׳) 
parshiyot (selections of Torah verses) written on klaf (parchment). 
In the Tefillin Shel Rosh, each one of the four parshiyot is written on 
an individual piece of klaf. Additional leather is used to construct the “bayit” 
(house) into which those four klafim (parchments) are inserted. The bayit needs to be 
made from one piece of leather, containing four separate compartments, and a single 
parasha is inserted into each compartment. The base of the Tefillin, which sits on the 
forehead and covers the opening over the four compartments is called the “teetora”.
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

Another name for the Torah is “Shira” 
(song, poem) and that is what the 
Torah is called in our parasha — “And 
now, write for yourself this Shira.” The 
gemara tells us that King David was 
punished because he referred to the 
words of the Torah as “Z’mirot”, as he 
said in Sefer Tehillim (Book of Psalms): 
“Your statutes were to me like Z’mirot.”  
Why is the term “Shira” acceptable and 
considered worthy of the Torah, while 
the name “Zimra,” which also refers to 
a kind of music, is inappropriate to the 
degree that King David was punished 
for using that term?

The name “Zimra,” comes from the 
word liz’mor “to trim” which is the act 
of cutting down and pruning branches 
from a tree. Therefore, is not fitting for a 
Torah that is as complete and wide as 
a sea without end to be called a name 
that suggests something which has 
been cut and is finite. In contrast, the 
name “Shira” refers to a sequence of 
notes and chords connected to each 
other and symbolizes the playing of 
a harmonious and complete melody.  
As such, it is worthy to be used as a 
name for the Torah.
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1. What is the reason to refrain from donning Tefillin on Shabbat?
2. What is the difference between the “Tefillin Shel Rashi” 
    and the “Tefillin Shel Rabbeinu Tam”?
3. What is the source for the mitzvah to write a Sefer Torah?

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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Seder Kodashim | Menachot 36

Look closely at the illustration and 
answer the following questions:

1.  Who is the figure in the center of 
the image? When and where did 
he live and work?

2. Who is the little boy and what 
does he say?

3. What is the relationship between 
the rider on horseback and 
the figure at the center of the 
illustration?

4.  What element does not make 
sense in the picture?  

1) Rashi worked in the middle ages; 2) Rabbeinu Tam, Rashi’s grandson. He is saying: “Grandpa, those are 
my tefillin”;  3) Crusades and pogroms took place during Rashi’s time; 4) The Eiffel Tower.

Daf 36: ?ת ַבּ ַשׁ ין ְבּ ִפיִלּ יִחים ְתּ – ַמּדּוַע ֵאין ַמִנּ
               Why Do We NOT Put on Tefillin on Shabbat?

What is the reason why the Mitzvah of Tefillin is not 
performed on Shabbat or Yom Tov? Hanachat Tefillin 
(the putting on of Tefillin) is an “oht,” a sign of the special 
connection between God and the Nation of Israel. 
Shabbat (and, by extension, holidays) itself is also an 
“oht,” as is stated the Book of Exodus: “Nevertheless, 
you must observe My Sabbaths, for this will serve 
as a sign (oht) between Me and you throughout the 

generations.” Shabbat and Yom Tov already serve as signs of the Divine covenant with Israel. 
As such, if we were to put on Tefillin on sacred days, it would disparage Shabbat and/or Yom 
Tov, as if to imply those days were not enough of a sign to stand on their own.
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Rosh HaShanah:
A HOLIDAY 

LEARNING GUIDE

   THE JEWISH CALENDAR • ּלּוַח ָהִעְבִרי    
THIS ROSH HASHANAH, THE JEWISH WORLD MOVES FROM THE YEAR 5778 TO 5779. 

In Hebrew, we identify the New Year as  . How did we arrive at this 
number for the year to come? The Jewish years are dated from the 
creation of the world, known in Hebrew as “L’briyat ha-Olam.” Actually, 

the years have not been counted exactly since the days of the Book of 
Genesis. Rabbi Yose ben Chalafta, a Tanna who lived in the 2nd century 

CE wrote a book titled Seder Olam. In that work he examined the entire TaNaKh 
to produce a timeline of the Jewish People starting with the beginning. In his own time, the 
widely-used calendar did not calculate years since Adam and Eve. Such a calendar would 
have had no national or halakhic significance. We do know that the earliest confirmed point 
at which the Jews used their calendar is a 5th century CE reference from Babylonia.  

HOW DID JEWS CALCULATE YEARS FOR THE PURPOSE OF CALENDARS IN 
ANCIENT TIMES? One method was to calculate the time since 

the Exodus from Egypt. The TaNaKh famously notes that 
the First Beit HaMikdash was built 480 years after the 
Exodus. Another method was to calculate years 

since the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash, 
whether first or second. That system was in keeping 

with the broader requirement not to forget Jerusalem. 

STILL ANOTHER METHOD WAS TO CALCULATE YEARS 
ACCORDING TO THE LENGTH OF THE CURRENT KING’S 

REIGN. That method served the useful purpose of 
honoring the king but it had its disadvantages 

because of the uneven length of the various 
kings’ reigns. But by far the most important 

calendar was that of “Minyan Shetarot,” 
literally “Era of Contracts,” because Jewish documents from 
that period were dated by this method. Minyan Shetarot was not 
specifically Jewish, it was actually a Greek (Seleucid) calendar 
that has beginning the year 312 BCE. That year also marked 
the one thousandth anniversary of the Exodus and Matan Torah, 
according to the traditional timeline. Yemenite Jews continued using 
Minyan Shetarot until modern times, long after the rest of the Jewish world 
adopted L’briyat ha-Olam.

EXPOSE
and inspire 

learners to core
a range of 

Jewish values.

EMPOWER
learners by 

making Talmud 
learning 

accessible to 
everyone.

ENABLE
students to join 
the worldwide 

community 
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participants. 
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frequently finishing 
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Talmud learning 
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 10 GOOD SIGNS
for the New Year

There is a tradition to recite a series (seder) 
of supplications after Kiddush during the 
evening meal on the first night of Rosh 
HaShanah. These prayers, each one recited 
over a different foodstuff, are harbingers of 
“Simana Tova,” good signs for the new year. 
Through this ‘punny’ custom, we take time to 
wish ourselves, our family, our friends, and our 
people a year filled with abundant blessing.

ָפֶניָך    ְיִהי ָרצֹון ִמְלּ
ה׳ ֱא-לֵֹהינּו ֵוא-לֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתינּו...
May it be Your will, HaShem, our God 

and God of our ancestors ...

APPLE DIPPED IN HONEY (the classic)
... that You renew us for a good & sweet year.

DATE (tamar)
... that the new year will be as sweet as a date.

CARROT (gezer, also 'decree')
... that Your decrees over us are all good.

BLACK-EYED PEAS, GREEN BEANS 
(rubia, like 'yirbu, meaning 'increase')

... that the new year is filled with merit.

בס"ד

SANCTIFYING THE MOON  — ִקּדּוׁש ַהחֹוֶדׁש

Being that Rosh Hashanah is the only Jewish holiday to fall out on Rosh Chodesh, 
Masechet Rosh Hashanah addresses the important matter of how the new month 
was proclaimed in ancient days. On the night preceding the thirtieth day of the 
outgoing month, witnesses would look up at the sky in hopes of seeing a sliver 
of the new moon. If they saw it, they would testify in court on the following day, 
which would then be declared Rosh Chodesh. If the court received no testimony 
on day 30, then day 31 automatically became the first day of the next month. This 
procedure ideally took place on the Temple Mount, at the seat of the Sanhedrin. 
Upon the destruction of the Second Beit HaMikdash, these activities were 
transferred to the academy at Yavneh. After the failed Bar Kokhba Rebellion, much 
of Jewish life shifted to the Galilee, including the Sanhedrin and its Nasi (Patriarch 
or “President” in modern Hebrew). Kiddush Ha-Chodesh, blessing the new moon, 
was the only exception, because there was a very strong feeling about maintaining 
some connection with Judea, the southern part of the country. 

Every month (as long as the Romans did not make the trip 
too dangerous) representatives of the Nasi were sent 
southward to observe the Rosh Chodesh ceremony. 
The representatives would then send back a message 
“David King of Israel lives and endures” (David Melech 
Yisrael Chai v’Kayyam). As the situation in Eretz Yisrael 

became too chaotic, in 358 CE the Nasi Hillel II eliminaed 
the old system of determining months via eyewitness 

testimony. He instituted a fixed calendar, which we still use 
today. The current calendar is a 19-year cycle. The fixed calendar 

resolved not only the determination of Rosh Chodesh but also which years are to 
be 13-month leap years. One of the important rules for the fixed calendar is that 
the first day of Rosh Hashanah can never be on a Sunday, Wednesday, or Friday.
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It was very important for news of the New Moon to reach 
Jewry worldwide. Especially for the months of Nisan 
and Tishrei, Jews needed to know when to avoid the 
work that was prohibited labor because of Yom Tov, 
when to stop eating chametz because of Pesach, 

when to fast for Yom Kippur, and when to sit in a 
Sukkah and wave a Lulav in honor of Sukkot. Yet 
before the era of modern communications, this 
was a difficult task. At first, the Sanhedrin relied 
upon fire signals sent from one tall mountain 
to another: Mount of Olives, Sartava, Gorfina, 
Havran, Beit Biltin, Golah. 

The Samaritans, adversaries of the Jews, 
purposely sent fire signals on the wrong night. A 
much slower alternative was to send messengers 
on horseback to the various communities 
outside Eretz Yisrael. Under the new system, 

some distant communities remained unaware 
of the true date of Rosh Chodesh until after the 
beginning of the holidays. Therefore, they had to 
keep two days of Yom Tov. 

Even in the time of the fixed calendar, the two-day 
Yom Tov Sheni remains in place for the diaspora. 
There are two exceptions: 

1) Rosh Hashanah is observed for two days even 
in Israel, because even in olden times, the Israeli 
communities also observed two days because of 
uncertainty about the correct time. 

2) Yom Kippur is observed everywhere for only one 
day because it was deemed impossible for the public 

to observe two consecutive days of fasting.

BEET (selek, also ‘remove’)
... that our adversaries be removed.

GOURD (k'ra, also 'rip')
... that our merits stand in our favor and 
You rip up any evil decree against us.

POMEGRANTE (rimon)
... that our merits increase as (the 

numerous seeds) of a pomegrante.

HEAD OF A FISH
... that we be like the head and not the tail.

PICKLE (kavush, 'pickled' or conquered) 
... that we gain the strength to conquer 

our evil inclinations.

YAM (yahm, sea)
... that we swim in the sea of Torah study.



בס"ד

FOUNDER & EDITOR: MEIR JAKOBSOHN | EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR & EDITOR: RABBI AVI RATH  |  BOARD CHAIRMAN: HAIM FREILICMAN, C.P.A.                                                                               
SPONSORED BY:                  תלמוד ישראלי

TALMUD ISRAELI—DAF YOMI FOR US: 112 WEST 34TH STREET, 18TH FLOOR • NEW YORK, NY 10120 |  www.talmudisraeli.com                                                                               
CHAIRMAN, DAF YOMI FOR US: GAL NAOR | DIRECTOR, DAF YOMI FOR US:  YAEL SCHULMAN • yael@talmudisraeli.co.il • TEL. 914/413-3128               

Gain broad 
knowledge of 
the Talmud by 
exploring one 
concept from 

each daf.

Explore Israeli 
innovation, 

culture, 
history 

& 
history 

makers.

Divide students 
into groups to debate the 

concepts presented; 
Have student(s) explain the 

idea, central concept or 
mitzvah from the daf;

Celebrate with a siyyum of a 
masechet — students will receive 

a Talmud Israeli certificate.

Examine each company/
inventor to learn in-depth about 

Israeli innovation.

Create pins on a map of Eretz 
Yisrael marking locations 

mentioned in the daf; 
Discuss what makes the 

location special.

Review and discuss
the D’var Torah presented 

in the weekly daf, 
to prepare learners

for sharing with family at home.

Examine 
events, 

locations, and 
significant 

people in Israel 
and deepen 

Jewish identity.

Participate in 
the tradition of 
sharing Torah 

around the 
Shabbat Table.
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JEWISH/ISRAELI
EVENTS & PERSONALITIES

D’VAR TORAH

DAF OF THE DAY
— 7 DAPIM —

ONE CONCEPT EACH DAY

 ISRAELI INNOVATION

WHY STUDY TALMUD? 
A Jew cannot truly comprehend our religious heritage without 
delving into the breadth and depth of the Babylonian Talmud, 
the greatest repository of our people’s spiritual legacy.

ְלמּוד ַתּ  ָהעֹוֵסק ַבּ
דֹוָלה ִמזֹו ה ְגּ ֵאין ְלָך ִמיָדּ

מסכת סופרים • פרק טו הלכה ה
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