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. Daf 12: WHO IS PERMITTED TO ACQUIRE

PE’AH FOR THE NEEDY?

The mitzvot of leket, shikcha, and pe’ah (dropped
wheat stalks, forgotten sheaves, and the corner of
the field) are means by which landowners provide
sustenance for the poor.

There is a distinct halakhah that stipulates that “it is
permissible to act in a person’s interest in their
absence.” In other words, it is permitted to do a
deed that benefits another, even if the other person
does not know about it. However, this is not the case
concerning the gathering of leket, shikcha, and pe’ah.
Chazal interpreted from Torah verses that anyone
who is not poor may not acquire leket, shikcha,
and pe’ah on behalf of someone else who is needy.

K} Daf 13: ACQUISITION IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE PARTIES

To transfer an object from the ownership of
one individual to the ownership of another, it is
necessary to carry out a ma’aseh kinyan (act of
acquisition). It is possible to complete an act of
kinyan by verbal means, and such an act is called
“ma’amad shloshtan” (in the presence of three).

This type of kinyan was instituted by the
chachamim and it works in the following manner:
Reuven entrusted an expensive computer to
Shimon. Several days passed and Reuven decided
he wanted to give the computer to Levi as a gift.
Reuven can call Shimon and Levi together and
say to Shimon: “Please give the computer | have
deposited with you to Levi.” The computer would
then belong to Levi. This is an example of “kinyan
b’ma’amad shloshtan,” i.e., acquisition in the
presence of three people: (a) the owner of the
object; (b) the recipient of the object; and (c) the
person who currently possesses the object.
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KX Daf 14: AN AGENT WHO EMBARKED ON A MISSION 7177 R0 e o1 971
There was a time when Avraham borrowed money from Yosef. One day, D' TOXY .90iM 902 NIYY DNNAXA NYYn
Avraham moved to a distant city and had forgotten to repay the loan from NX ViN97 naYl npin 1'w7 N'T N2y DnNaX
Yosef. However, when he remembered the open loan, Avraham gave 902 0%7'Y KIN NKRI7TNA 12TIYI X ,90i"7 NXITNND
money to a shaliach (agent) and told him: “Please bring this money T2 Q0i'7 N02N NX 7in NYFA2~ :i'7 MXI DYYY
to Yosef to repay my debt to him.” L2ind NX i vinoY
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The shaliach put the money in a special sack and went on his way.
After an hour’s travel, the shaliach’s phone rang, and Avraham was on
the line. “Dear shaliach, | ask that you come back to me. | need X 2 NY7Y” .DNAR DD IR 7W1,7%Y
the money back that | gave you. Next week, | will send you with ;1020 X X "X "IN 1ITH ,AAN Ypan
different money to repay the loan.” 0 NN 902 DV ANIX NIYN NID viawa

( SONITDD DR 1 TNDY?

Does the shaliach need to heed Avraham’s request? > 4
Theoretically, yes, because Avraham is the one who sent him,

and he is the one who gave him the money and, therefore,
the shaliach should follow his instruction. However, the
Talmud maintains that the shaliach does not need
to listen to Avraham because the moment the
shaliach took the money from Avraham’s hands,
he instantly acquired it for Yosef and, therefore,
that money now belonged to Yosef.
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a Daf 15: THORNS INTERCROPPING WITH GRAPEVINES “U‘DU ’Nt'l:’”'l oY WPU 0 97 a
The Torah prohibits planting any additional seed type in a vineyard. 0'X .0"192 7Y D122 90i YT VINT? MQIX MIND
This issur (prohibition) is called “kilei ka’kerem.” Moreover, whoever 2 17NYY 012 NXINY M DAl ,“D12D K797 KN DT
sees a vineyard in which another type of seed has been planted is 17'9XY 120 WYX "2 .INIX 1iPY7 21N 901 YT 210
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Rabbi Eliezer maintained that it is
even prohibited to grow thorns in a
vineyard. In Rabbi Eliezer’'s view, since
there are countries where thorns are
grown as nourishment for camels, thorns
are considered food and, therefore, it is
prohibited to grow them in a vineyard.




Seder Nashim | Gittin 16-17

C) Daf 16: THE “IRON BOTTLE” AND THE MILK
THAT BECAME TAINTED

ROV 37 137 P1EpT’ v 91 Y

During a time when it was possible to meticulously adhere to
the laws of tumah v’taharah (ritual purity and impurity) because
they possessed a parah adumah (red heifer) with which they
could purify the ritually impure, Yoni went to the yard, milked
the goats into a large pitcher, and began to prepare a
delicious drink. Yoni poured some honey into a bottle
made of metal, mixed in some dates, and then began to
pour milk from the pitcher into the metal bottle.

Yoni’s father told him: “The metal bottle is called an ‘iron
bottle’ and it is tameh (ritually impure). However, at least
the milk in the pitcher did not become tameh.” Even
though when the milk was poured into the metal there
was a connection between the milk in the pitcher and the
bottle, by the act of pouring the milk, it spares the milk from
becoming tameh.

K2 Daf 17: THE DATE ON A LOAN DOCUMENT
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Shtar hal’va’ah is a document created when a person loans
money to another. The lender can demand that the borrower
draft a document in which it is written: “l, Ploni (so and so)
borrowed money from Ploni.”

A creditor who has a document signed by witnesses can
collect the debt from the borrower’s land if the borrower
defaults on the debt — even if the borrower had sold the land
to someone else. For example, if Shimon borrows money
from Reuven, and Shimon does not repay the debt on time,
Reuven appears before the beit din (court) with the shtar
hal’va’ah, and the beit din orders Reuven to take a portion
of Shimon’s land equal to the value of the loan. And if
Shimon has no land in his possession, it is permissible

to collect land from people to whom he sold land.

Only if Shimon sold land after taking the loan, is Reuven
permitted to take that land from the buyer because he can
assert to the buyer: “Indeed, before you bought the land there
was already a lien on it to repay Shimon’s debt to me if Shimon
was unable to repay the loan to me by other means.” This is the
reason why the date must be written on the promissory note.
After all, if there is no full date, Reuven cannot take land that
was bought by another person, because it could be that the
buyer bought the land even before the loan was extended.
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K2 Daf 18: WHICH DEBTS ARE RELEASED IN

THE SABBATICAL YEAR?

During the Shemitah year, land (in Eretz Yisrael) is left alone, abandoned,
and not worked. Likewise, debts are let go and released. Meaning: If one
lends money to another person, and that person does not return the money
by the end of the Shemittah year, the borrower is no longer obligated to

return that loan, ever. The debt is released and abandoned.
However, debts that a beit din (court of law) obliges a
person to repay are not forgiven in the Shemittah year.
These debts are called “actions of the court.”

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT BEHA'ALOTCHA

Sometimes, people do not understand why it is such a significant
mitzvah to enlist in the Israel Defense Forces and protect Israel from its
enemies. One of the explanations for this mitzvah can be learned from
Parashat Beha'alotcha. B’nei Yisrael were traveling in the wilderness,
where many enemies and haters lurk in wait. When those enemies saw
the aron ha-brit (ark of the covenant) traveling along with Israel, they
would withdraw and run away because the song that Israel would sing
at the beginning of the procession of the ark is: “Rise up Hashem, and
scatter your foes, so that Your enemies flee Your presence.” In this
verse, the Torah refers to Israel’s enemies as “God’s enemies,” and the
haters of Israel as “haters of God.” Rashi says: “Whoever hates Israel
hates the One who spoke and the world came into being.” According
to this doctrine, it is understood that the partnership in the defense
and salvation of B’nei Yisrael from dire straits, in essence, rests on the
preservation of the honor and Name of God.
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